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SPEECH, &c.

i

f

1

I do not stand before you, my Lord, invested with the honours

of a representative of the people—I do not stand before this audience

recommended by the possession of great wealth—but I do appear

before your Lordship, and this assemblage of my countrymen,

sustaining a character of which the noblest peer in the realm—the

wealthiest commoner in the land might be proud—the friend of

the negro, and the advocate of the oppressed.

I rejoice that an opportunity is this clay afforded to so humble an
individual as myself, to correct the misrepresentations, and to repel

the calumnies which have been so industriously circulated both
within and without the walls of Parliament, to the injury of the

great cause to which we have devoted ourselves; and that I am
permitted thus publicly to vindicate the course which the friends

of the negro have felt it to be their solemn duty to pursue.

I rejoice that I am an Englishman; that I have liberty of speech
;

that I can openly and boldly avow the honest convictions of my
mind, and give full utterance to the deep feelings of my heart, on
the absorbing question which has brought us together, and which is

now agitating the country from its circumference to its centre.

My Lord, those who deem us fanatics,—led away by a blind zeal,

or by a mistaken philanthropy ; as well as those who brand us as

slanderers,—whose sole purpose it is to vituperate the West India

body to gratify a malicious or a sordid purpose, know us not : they
have no sympathy with the great object we have in view—they
know neither the principles which' regulate, nor the motives which
influence, our actions. We can spare them their intemperate abuse;

we can do more, we can spare them our pity and our prayers.

Great stress was laid, my Lord, by an accomplished and eloquent

gentleman, the Member for Newark, Mr. W. E. Gladstone, in a

35
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recent debate now before the country, that the case against the

West Indians rested mainly on ex parte statements, and the authority

of anonymous slanderers. But what did the honourable gentleman

mean by ex parte statements ? Did he mean to say that the

statement of facts by Dr. Palmer, which came before him in his

capacity as Special Justice, and sustained by a host of affidavits, was

ex parte ? Did he mean to assert that the Narrative of -James

Williams—that horrible and revolting Narrative—confirmed by a

solemn inquiry into the truth of its allegations ; and corroborated

by an almost unbroken chain of convincing testimony, was ex parte ?

Did he mean to say that the facts brought to light by my honoured

friend Joseph Sturge— whose name will be henceforth dear to

humanity,— whose memory will be held in grateful recollection

through all time, by the negro race—did he mean to say that these

facts, sustained not less by the weight of his character, than by the

most indisputable testimony, were ex parte ? Did the honourable

gentleman mean to assert that the pamphlet recently published' by

the most noble the Marquis of Sligb, grounded upon official data,

and an extensive inquiry into the working of the Apprenticeship

System, and minute acquaintance with the general state of society

in Jamaica, was ex parte ? Or did lie mean to apply that phrase

to the official communications made by Lord Sligo, and Sir Lionel

Smith, to the Colonial Office, fully corroborating the shocking and

disgusting details referred to by others, and adding new horrors to

their statements ? Perhaps, the honourable gentleman meant to say

that the " Blue Books," now lying on the table of the House of

the Commons, or circulating through the country, on whose pages

are recorded the most atrocious deeds, were ex parte ? Or, perhaps,

he meant to tell us that Lord Glenelg's Bill was ex parte ? Yet, if

report be true, the honourable gentleman voted for the second reading

of that Bill, though he must have known when he did so, that it

was founded on the facts and statements communicated to the Home
Government, by the highest authorities in the Colonies. My Lord,

by that act, it appears to me, that the honourable gentleman

completely stultified himself; and, in his legislative capacity, has

declared that the Assembly of Jamaica, and the magistracy of

*
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•Jamaica, and the planters of Jamaica, are the most base and dis-

honourable of mankind. So much for ex parte statements. But,

my Lord, there are anonymous slanderers engaged in the attempt to

damage the reputation, and ruin the interests of the West Indians.

It was easy enough for the honourable gentleman to shelter himself,

and the cause which he advocated under this plea, for the purpose

of drawing off the attention of the house from the real facts of the

case. Why did not the honourable gentleman manfully grapple

with the facts and arguments contained in the " Blue Books," and

in the various and well-reasoned pamphlets, which have been so

extensively circulated by the Anti-Slavery Committees ? He dared

not. The honourable gentleman found it more convenient to deal

with ex parte statements, and anonymous slanderers, than to examine

facts, or to refute arguments.

The honourable gentleman is reported to have contended for

the existence of a solemn compact between this country and the

West India Colonies; and to have further contended that this

compact had not been violated on the part of the latter. My reply

to the first statement is, that the highest legal authority in the

realm—the Lord Chief Justice of England—has publicly declared

that no such compact exists ; and in that opinion he is sustained

by a noble Lord of distinguished ability and eloquence, to whom
this great cause owes much, I mean my Lord Brougham, and by

other great legal and constitutional lawyers, both in and out of

Parliament. But, my Lord, supposing a compact, as that contended

for, did exist, has it not been shamefully and flagrantly violated ?

It has : and the deliberate decisions of such eminent individuals

as Sir Edward Sugden, and Dr. Lushington, on this point, will

weigh with the country, and fully justify the present movement

of the friends of the negroes. The compact has been broken ; and

the case against Jamaica was fully made out, previously to the

division which followed the abrupt termination of the debate, which

secured to the slaveholders a momentary triumph.

After having disposed of Jamaica, the honourable gentleman

directed his attention to British Guiana, which he stated had never

been impeached until the preceding night. This splendid Colony

b 2
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lies on the coast of South America, and comprehends the three

provinces of Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice. It is full of riches,

having a soil of inexhaustible fertility ; and in its magnificent

rivers possesses facilities for the most extensive commerce. The

connexions of the honourable gentleman have large estates in

that Colony. It might, therefore, be reasonably expected that he

would regard, with the utmost jealousy, every statement which

might implicate that Colony in the general charges of fraud, injus-

tice, and cruelty, so extensively practised against the negroes under

the Apprenticeship System. But I was not prepared for an

exhibition of such extreme sensitiveness as was shown by the

honourable gentleman in that part of his speech, in which he

endeavours to repel the charges brought against British Guiana.

My Lord, in my apprehension, the honourable gentleman, in the

speech now under consideration, merged the member of Parliament

in that of the planter, and appeared rather as the advocate of West

India interests, than as a senator to decide between the oppressor

and the oppressed.

But, my Lord, suppose Guiana had not. been publicly impeached

until that occasion, was the impeachment, therefore, groundless,

because it came so late ? Guiana had been impeached, if not in

that house, yet before the country ; and if the honourable gentleman

had condescended to pay attention to the information within his

reach, he would have seen that a case could be made out against

his favourite Colony, as well as against Jamaica. I say, my Lord,

that the evidence against Guiana does not rest, as the honourable

gentleman asserted, on the testimony of anbirymous slanderers, but

on official and authentic documents. I shall endeavour to show

your Lordship, in the course of my address, that so far from the

facts resting upon such testimony as that to which the honourable

gentleman alluded, we have the most ample, the most conclusive

evidence in parliamentary and other official papers, of the strength

of our case, and the righteousness of our plea, for the immediate

extinction of the system of Negro Apprenticeship in this Colony as

well as in Jamaica.

My Lord, the honourable gentleman in his vindication of the

1
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West India body, made a most effective speech—a speech which

told on the house, and was meant to tell on the country—a speech

as remarkable for its skilful avoidance of the real facts of the case,

as for its plausible eloquence. It was, however, the speech of an

advocate. The honourable gentleman appeared before the house to

state his own case, and to support it as he best might, and well did

he perform his part. In the proceedings of this morning it has

been devolved on me to examine somewhat in detail the statements

of the honourable gentleman, and to supply some important infor-

mation to this meeting, which he omitted to supply to the house.

I appear before you, therefore, as the advocate of the negro, to tell

the tale of his wrongs, and to ask you to redress them. Since my
arrival in this splendid building, I have learnt that the honourable

gentleman has been invited to attend this meeting, and that an op-

portunity would be afforded him, if he chose to avail himself of it,

of replying to any statements that might be made. I am quite

certain the honourable gentleman would have been received with all

courtesy, and treated with all respect, had he favoured us with his

presence. It appears, however, that he did not deem it right to

appear in a public assembly like the present.

The honourable gentleman in introducing his remarks, on the

Colony of British Guiana, to the house, alluded in highly compli-

mentary terms to its present Governor, Sir James Carmichael Smyth,

whom he described to be " a man of the most undoubted honesty

and talents, notwithstanding the bias, the natural bias, perhaps,

which pervaded his writings, and induced him to give a verdict in

favour of the apprentices." I am not here this morning to impeach

the character of Sir James ; I admit him to be a man of great talent

and energy. I entertain a high respect for him. His conduct

while Governor of the Bahamas cannot be forgotten by the friends

of the negro. I concede all the merit which he can fairly claim

;

but whilst, my Lord, I am not here to detract from the real excel-

lencies of Sir James, I am here to examine his public acts, and to

give an opinion on those acts. I am here, not to pay compliments

to the Governor of British Guiana, but to assert the rights of the

negroes placed under his authority and care. When Sir James
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entered upon the duties of his government in Guiana, he appeared

to be regulated by the same principles which guided him in the

Bahamas. This drew on him the hostility of the merchants and

planters, and every means was resorted to by. them to harass,

annoy, and insult him. He found it necessary to conciliate that

powerful body, in order that he might carry on the Government, and

without chargino- him with a dereliction of his high duties, I am

constrained to say, that the policy he adopted has proved fatally

injurious to the interests of the negroes,—whether that policy has

been shaped by the Colonial Office at home, or has resulted from

the new circumstances in which he found himself placed.

It appears to me, my Lord, that Sir J. C. Smyth stands charge-

able with several capital errors in his administration of the affairs of

British Guiana, and to these errors I shall briefly refer. I charge

him with having given his sanction to an Ordinance for the Govern-

ment and regulation of apprenticed labourers, essentially defective in

itself, and full of repugnancies, both in its letter and spirit, to the

slavery abolition act. I charge upon Sir James the sanction which

he gave to a Tariff of Labour, drawn up by a Committee of planters,

under which they can extort from their apprentices as much work,

as they could formerly exact from them as slaves. I charge upon

Sir James the appointment, at the commencement of the present

system, of a number of proprietors— sixty-seven in number— to

the office of Special Justice, to preside over their several districts,

including their own estates. I charge upon Sir James the issue of con-

tradictory proclamations on the subject of the classification of slaves,

&c, whereby all plantation slaves, of every class, have been registered

as prajdials attached, contrary to British law. I charge upon Sir-

James the non-execution of that part of the Ordinance, which respects

Police Stations, whereby the Special Justices are made entirely

dependent on the planters for accommodation, in the discharge of

their official duties, as well as for their personal comforts. I charge

upon Sir James the execution of Damon, an apprenticed labourer, on

an alleged charge of rebellion, and the transportation of several other

negroes, notwithstanding the solemn protest of Judge Willis against

the sentence pronounced by the Court of which he was a member.
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I charge upon Sir James the suspension, for a period of six months,

of a proclamation issued by him on the 24th of April, 1837,—which

restored to the negroes the old slave allowance of food, of which they

had been illegally deprived under the new system,—within five days

of its promulgation, at the request of the planters. All these points,

my Lord, as well as others of great importance I should like to

illustrate in the course of my address ; and to show that the extra-

ordinary praise which has been lavished on Sir James, by the

Government and the planters, requires considerable abatement, when

viewed in the light of facts.

I was surprised, my Lord, to find that the honourable gentleman

stated to the House, that Sir James was opposed at the outset to the

Apprenticeship System, but that he has changed his mind, and now

deprecates its abandonment. This, my Lord, is a great mistake.

Sir James has been uniformly the strenuous advocate of the System.

As a proof of it, I adduce a passage from an address delivered by

him to the apprenticed labourers, within two weeks after its com-

mencement. It is as follows :
—

" If I had the inclination, I have

not the power to alter the law ; but if I had the power, I would not

do it, for a more just, kind, and equitable law, cannot be framed
!"

It is material to bear this in mind, as it completely deprives the

honourable gentleman's argument of the force he intended it should

have, in connexion with the authority of Sir James' name and

supposed change of opinion. I might adduce other proofs ; but I

presume they will be deemed unnecessary.

My Lord, I now propose to direct your Lordship's attention to the

law of British Guiana for carrying the slavery Abolition Act into

effect; and to the practice under the law, as illustrative of the

working of the Apprenticeship System in that Colony; and as

affording a clue to the actual condition of its labouring population.

First with respect to the law. The honourable gentleman asserted

upon the authority of Judge Jeremie, " that the legislation in British

Guiana was, with the exception of a few immaterial particulars,

adequate, and satisfactory." For the real opinion of Judge Jeremie

on the Guiana Ordinance, I refer to the Appendix to the Report

from the Select Committee on Negro Apprenticeship, in which, con-
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currently with Messrs. Beldam and Matthews, he produces the

strongest reasons why that Ordinance should have been disallowed ;

and particularly adverting to Sec. 15, of Cap. iii, says, " The power

of inflicting unlimited extra labour as a punishment for frivolous,

not unproved, complaints, is repugnant to the Imperial Act ; and

would of itself explain much of the apparent content of this Colony/'

and adverting to the Cap. x. of the Ordinance regulating the sale and

transfer of the services of the apprentices, he says, that the effect of

it " on the price of free labour, on compulsory manumission, and on

the comforts of the negroes themselves, would have famished suffi-

cient reasons, for disallowing it." Let the able analysis of Messrs.

Beldam, Matthews, and Jeremie, be consulted at length, and it will

be seen, that the boasted Ordinance of Guiana, stands charged with

the most serious omissions, defects, and repugnancies to the Imperial

Law ; and is open to all the general objections brought by these

eminent lawyers against the whole legislation of the Colonies, for the

government and regulation ofapprenticed labourers.

I will mention a few of the omissions of this Ordinance. In the

first place, it omits all the humane provisions of the old Slave Code.

I especially refer to those which protected pregnant women, aged and

infirm negroes, and young slaves under fourteen years of age. The old

law did not permit the master to work any of these classes of slaves

more than thirty-six hours during the week, and he was only

allowed to employ them in such work as was suitable to their age

and circumstances. But the Ordinance, which is the law of that

Colony at the present moment, allows the master to work those

classes of slaves forty-five hours weekly, and does not regulate cither

the quantity or the quality of their work. Again, this Ordinance

omits that part of the Order in Council of 1831, which required

regularity in the supply of food to the slaves. That Order in

Council required, that the negroes should not only receive a sufficient

supply of food, but that it should be regularly delivered to them on

the same day of every week. But there is no clause to such effect

in the Ordinance regulating the apprenticeship ; so that the master

can, if it please him, give the negro on the Monday of one week,

and on the Saturday of the following week, the small portion of

r
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food now secured to him. Again, the Ordinance has no sufficient

regulations to prevent frauds on the negro's time ; no regulation to

secure to the negro freedom of access to his family and friends on

adjoining plantations ; no provision to secure lodging to the labourer

on the estate to which he is attached ; no provision to regulate the

sick houses, and the kind treatment of the patients confined in

them; no provision to confirm the usages of slavery to nursing

mothers, to pregnant women, to mothers of large families, or to the-

aged and infirm. It will thus be found, that in so far as the Co-

lonial law is concerned, the condition of the negro apprentice in'

British Guiana is worse than it was when he was a slave.

I will now, my Lord, glance at a few of the defects of this 1

Ordinance, and to this point, I beg to call your Lordship's serious

attention. You will find, that this much vaunted Ordinance actually

reduces the amount of farinaceous food, to which the negroes were

legally entitled when slaves, more than one-half, whilst it throws

the support of all the free children of that Colony, amounting to

about 10,000, on their parents. The penalties of this Ordinance

are inadequate to secure the negroes protection from injury, cruelty,

and wrong, whether it respect person or property. Again, it does

not sufficiently protect the special justices in the bond yide discharge

of their duty, so. that those functionaries who attempt to enforce its

penalties are subject to harassing, expensive, and even ruinous

actions at law. It establishes an inequitable tribunal for the

valuation of the unexpired term of the negro's services. These

-

points I could have wished to illustrate at length, but I must not

enlarge.

I proceed now to call your Lordship's attention to some of the

glaring repugnancies which this Ordinance presents to the letter and

spirit of the Imperial Law. These repugnancies may be seen, in

the number, nature, and severity of the punishments enacted to

coerce labour and enforce subordination.—In the arbitrary distribu-

tion of the forty-five hours of weekly labour over the six working-

days of the week, by which the negroes are deprived of their

Saturdays throughout the whole period of the apprenticeship.—In

the restrictions which it lays on the negroes in their own time.—In :
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the direct interest which it gives the planter in the penal labour of

his slaves.—In the power of punishment which it still reserves to

the master under a variety of pleas.—In the power which it gives

the special justices to inflict unlimited extra labour for frivolous

complaints ; and to substitute extra labour for the benefit of the

estate for any other punishments which the Ordinance empowers

them to inflict.—In the further power which it gives these func-

tionaries to refer any cases which come before them to be tried

before the superior criminal courts.—In the want of reciprocity in

the application of the penalties which can be inflicted under this

Ordinance on masters and slaves : and the utter disproportion

afforded by its provisions, in the protection of the latter against the

frauds, injuries, and cruelties of the former. It is clear that the

Ordinance is so constructed as to afford the utmost possible pro-

tection to the master, and the least possible protection to the slave.

I adduce in proof of this, the following particulars, which can be

verified by an appeal to the Ordinance ; first, as it respects the pro-

tection secured to the master, we find that an apprenticed labourer

is subjected to the following punishments, Adz. : To coerce labour,

" Absence, for one hour—two hours' labour. For seven and a half

hours—one week's labour. For two days—two weeks' hard labour

:

and fifteen lashes. For six days—one month's confinement, hard

labour, and thirty-nine lashes. For seven days—three months' con-

finement, hard labour, and thirty-nine lashes. Indolence, Carelessness,

Negligence, first offence

—

any time not exceeding fifteen hours in the

whole, in any one week. Second offence—confinement with hard

labour for one week. Third offence—confinement with hard labour

for two weeks, and twenty lashes. Contumacious Disobedience, extra

labour for any time the special justice may deem necessary, in his

employer's service, provided it does not exceed fifteen hours in the

whole, in any one week, or confinement and hard labour for one

month, or thirty lashes, or any two or more of such punishments.

Conspiracy to resist lawful commands— six months' confinement,

with hard labour, and thirty-nine lashes.—To enforce subordination :

Insolence, Insubordination, Fighting, Drunkenness— confinement

and hard labour one week, or fifteen lashes. Riotous assemblage of

J'
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three persons— six weeks' imprisonment, with hard labour, and

thirty-nine lashes. Residing off the Estate without leave, first

offence—one night's solitary confinement. Second offence—hard

labour one week. Found Jive miles beyond Estate without a pass—
hard labour two weeks, and fifteen lashes. Forming distinct com-

munities,—attempting to quit the Colony,—taking possession of

land—imprisonment, with hard labour, from three to six months,

and in the latter case, the addition of thirty-nine lashes.—Protection

of property : Injuring Cattle, or Property, or negligently exposing

the same—extra labour in his employer's service for any time the

special justice may determine, provided it does not exceed fifteen

hours in the whole, in any one week, or confinement and hard

labour for one month, or thirty lashes, or any two or more of such

punishments; besides, being subject to such actions or prosecutions

as persons of free condition are subject to for similar offences. And,

my Lord, it is also expressly provided, " That in all cases in which

it may or can be done, it shall be lawful to adjudge the labour to be

in the service or for the benefit of the employer of the offending

apprenticed labourer." I ask, can any thing be more monstrous than

this? But this is not all, for sec. 9 of cap. 4 of the Ordinance gives

the special justice the power to inflict extra labour after the expira-

tion of the apprenticeship, in other cases than the single one contem-

plated by the Imperial Act.

The combined operation of these punishments is to fence the

master's rights in every possible way—to give him an interest in

the penal labour of the apprentice, and even to allow the infliction

of extra labour to be performed after the apprenticeship ; and, still

farther to guard their rights, every special justice " may, if it seem

meet refer any case for trial to either of the Supreme Courts of

Criminal Justice in the Colony, before which such case may or can

be legally referred." That is, when the punishments, which the

Ordinance empowers the special justice to inflict, are not deemed

sufficiently heavy, the offending apprentice may be handed over to

the tender mercies of courts, composed wholly, or in part, of the

planters themselves.

And now, my Lord, what is the protection afforded to the appren-
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ticed labourer ?

—

For protraction byforce orfraud of the negro's time

of service.—One shilling per hour; but this penalty cannot be

recovered by the apprentice ; if the employer does not voluntarily

pay it. For whipping, beating, imprisoning, confining in stocks, or

otherwise maltreating an apprentice.-— Twenty pounds; and in

default of payment, one month's imprisonment. But this penalty

is a mere nullity, inasmuch as there is no legal mode of recovering

it. This is admitted by the Governor himself, in one of his Circulars

to the special justices. Nor can the aggrieved apprentice obtain

redress by other means, as he is entirely precluded from recovering

damages by civil suit or action for injuries inflicted. For the neglect of

supplying Food or Clothing.—Twice the value ofthe same. It is here

to be observed, that the Ordinance gives the master the power of

changing the mode of feeding his slave monthly; and also gives the

special justice the power of commuting the allowance of clothes

for what he may deem an equivalent. Here, then, is a short view
of the famous Guiana Ordinance ; and I fearlessly ask, whether it be

not a disgrace to all parties who have had any thing to do with

giving it effect in that Colony ?

Having thus rapidly glanced at the state of the Law, I beg to

draw your Lordship's attention to the practice under the Law. By
consulting the Imperial Statute, it will be found, that all persons

not habitually employed in agriculture, or in the manufacture of

Colonial produce, for the twelve months preceding the passing of

that Act, arc to be registered as non-pra?dials ; and by virtue of

such registration are to be entitled to complete liberty on the 1st of

August this year. The Law of Guiana, for carrying this part of

the Slavery Abolition Act into effect, requires that every planter, or

his representative, shall make a bona fide return, under the solemn

sanction of an oath, and in conformity with the Statute, of all his

slaves. Now, my Lord, what has been the practice ? Why, that

all the slaves, of every class, on all the plantations throughout the

Colony, have been returned as prsedials in contempt of British Law,
and in violation of the solemnities of an oath. I am aware that

the planters justify this wholesale robbery of the rights of the

non-prffidials on their estates, by a reference to a proclamation,

i
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dated 2nd May, 1834, issued bj- Sir -James 0. Smyth ; and I deeply

regret to say, that that proclamation, as well as another, to which

I shall advert in the course of my address, is open to the severest

censure, and proves incontestable, in my humble opinion, that the

bias of Sir James is rather towards the Oppressor, than towards the

Oppressed.

Before, however, I quote that part of the proclamation on which

the planters rest their case, I beg to call your Lordship's attention

to a passage from a former proclamation, issued the 2nd October,

1833, on the subject of classification, which will place the affair

in its proper light, and show the gross injustice of the whole

transaction.

In that proclamation, which was published in the Royal Gazette.—
which was read and explained from all the pulpits in the Colony—
and which, the slaves generally understood was to be the Law, he

thus addressed them :—" I have said to you, that the master is by

law entitled to forty-five hours per week. There are, however,

domestic slaves, employed about a house, and many mechanics and

artificers, who do not work in the field, but who are required to give

up more of their time to their master. A list of these people will be

carefully made ; and it is the King's orders, that as they give up a

greater portion of their time for the use and advantages of their

maulers than the slave who merely ivories at the usual hours in the

field, so they should receive a recompense, by being entitled to their

freedom at an earlier period. A list of all slaves, employed as I have

described, will be made out, and on the 1st of August next, they are

to be called non-prcedial apprenticed labourers ; and they will receive

their complete freedom on the 1st August, 1838, that is, two years

before their comrades." How great was the surprise of the negroes,

and how great the joy of the planters, on the 2nd of May, 1834,

when they found that his Excellency had altered his mind on this

important subject ; nay, that he appeared to have forgotten altogether

that he ever issued the proclamation of the 2nd October, 1833,

or had ever given instructions for its publication in the various ways

specified. I now quote the passage on which the planters rely :
—" All

slaves heretofore usually employed in agriculture, or in the manu-
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facture of Colonial produce, or otherwise upon lands belonging or

upon lands not belonging to their owners, must continue to serve

their masters as prseHial apprenticed labourers for six years, either

attached or unattached, as the case may be. A mistaken notion has

got about, that the coopers, boatmen, and others of the artificers, upon

plantations, are to be free at the end of four years. Be assured, my
friends, this is a mistake; and whoever tells you so, talks foolishly.

Ifyou listen to such people, you icill only get yourselves into difficulties.

All plantation slaves, op whatever description, are to be

classed as predial apprenticed labourers, and must serve an

apprenticeship of six years. If, therefore, any plantation slave

complains that he ought to be on the class to be called non-prcedial,

and which class will have to serve an apprenticeship of four years

only, he is losing his own time, and taking np that of the Protector,

the Fiscal or that of the Justices, as the case may be, very un-

necessarily and unprofitably. I hope, therefore, that no complaints

of this sort will be made."

I need make no comments on these contradictory passages. Let

it suffice to say, that the planters, true to their character, returned

"all plantation slaves, of whatever description,"— "as prasdial

apprenticed labourers," and thus robbed thousands, who ought

to have been differently classed, of two years' liberty, besides placing

insuperable difficulties in the way of their compulsory manumission.

I am informed, by a recent communication from the Colony, that

an attempt is to be made to rectify this great iniquity, which I

dragged to light when I was there ; but I am satisfied, from my
knowledge of the state of the case, that no Ordinance or Order in

Council, however honestly intended, will secure to the great mass of

non-prsedials their undoubted rights ; and yet, not to secure those

rights, is allowing the criminal legislation of Guiana to triumph alike

over the Parliament, the nation, and the slaves.

I come now, my Lord, to a point of very great importance, the

amount of labour that can be exacted from the apprenticed negroes.

Under the old system, the charge was again and again repeated,

that the negroes were cruelly tasked ; and the proof of the accusation

rested on the amount of produce raised, the punishments inflicted,

t
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and the dreadful mortality which wasted the labouring population.

By parliamentary returns it may be seen that in a very short

period, viz. from 1817 to 1832, the physical strength of the negroes

was reduced 23,644 ! How dreadful a system of tyranny and

oppression must that have been, which destroyed nearly one-fourth

of the effective strength of the Colony, in the space of fifteen

years ! And how urgent and pressing the necessity for putting an

end to its atrocious cruelties and cold-blooded murders. But, my
Lord, have the negroes gained anything by the exchange from

slavery to apprenticeship ? I give it as my deliberate opinion,

founded upon extensive inquiry and observation in the Colony, that

the negroes generally have gained nothing by the change, as far

'as a reduction in the amount of labour is concerned, whilst the

weaker classes of slaves have had their toils increased. I have

stated before, that the Ordinance distributes the forty-five hours of

weekly labour over the six working days of the week, thus depriv-

ing the negroes of their Saturdays, throughout the whole period of

the apprenticeship. The gross injustice of this arrangement soon

became apparent to the Governor, who made an ineffectual appeal

to the planters to allow the negroes the use of the Saturday. The

reason for this was obvious ; they, the planters, had previously to

the ] st of August, 1834, obtained the sanction of his Excellency to a

Tariff of labour, which fixed the maximum amount of days' work for

effective labourers in average weather, and on average soils. That

Tariff has been rigidly exacted ; and has been the fruitful source of

misery and suffering to the unhappy negroes. It professes to fix the

amount of labour that can be performed in seven and a half hours,

but in reality it is the same amount of labour as the rigorous task-

master exacted from his slaves under the old system. It is the

planter s juggle to cozen the executive—the planter's guide to govern

the special justices, and a shameful and cruel fraud on the time and

the labour of the apprenticed negroes. My Lord, I have said, that

the Tariff of labour requires as much work from the negro appren-

tice as he was required to perform when a slave. In proof, I

adduce the testimony of two managers given on oath, very reluc-

tantly, during the progress of an inquiry held on plantation John
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and Cove, the property of 13. J. Hopkinson, Esq. in the district of

Demerara.

The inquiry was instituted in consequence of certain complaints

haying been lodged with his Excellency by the negroes on that plan-

tation. The charges which they brought against the manager of the

property were, that they were over-worked and under-fed. Counter-

charges were preferred by the manager, that the people were indolent;

that he could not get from them the amount of work to which he

was entitled by law. The question as to the amount of labour

was then brought to issue before the special justice. The inquiry

lasted ten days. Among the witnesses who were called before the

court, was a gentleman of the name of Mackay, who had formerly

been manager of the plantation, but was then the manager of Cane

Grove. This is the testimony of that gentleman :
" When I was

manager, the people cut canes two to a punt ; they did 100 roods in

weeding and moulding during that time. This icas both before the

1st of August, 1834, and after also ; they did not do more before the

1st of August, 1834, than after it, just the same." And now

mark what he says in conclusion, " I was guided by the Tariff

in apportioning their labour." This is a clear proof, that in the

estimation of this manager the Tariff of labour which received the

sanction of Sir J. Smyth, was precisely the amount of labour

exacted from the negroes in the old time of Slavery. Again, the

same gentleman adds, " I never gave more than 100 roods at any

time in weeding and moulding .either before or after the 1st of

August, 1834." And, alluding to a combination with which the

people were charged in -June, 1834, when they were slaves, and for

which they were severely punished, he says, " The nature of the

combination of which the people were guilty in June, 1834, was,

that they absented themselves without my knowledge from the

estate. They complained that they had too much work" Yet, that

very amount of labour of which these people complained, when

they were slaves, as being too much, is precisely the same in

quantity with that exacted from them under the apprenticeship

system as sworn to by their late manager. Another gentleman of

the name of Huie was called to prove, that the amount of labour
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given to tlie negroes on plantation John and Cove was not greater

than that which he required of the people on plantation Bee-hive, of

which he was the manager. He deposed as follows :
" Every two

persons of the cane cutting gang on plantation Bee-hive, "cut a punt

load of canes, containing 500 cubic feet. Sometimes the people on

plantation Bee-hive do in weeding and moulding 120 roods, some-

times ninety, according to grass; the usage is 100. The jyeople

work consecutively until they complete their task, which is the same

as the Tariff"." Here we have the Tariff again, which, as we have

before seen, was the standard of slave labour, with an additional

fact, that when the grass is heavy, and the peoi>le are not able to

make up the 100 roods, required by the Tariff, this manager allows

the people to knock off at ninety roods ; but compels them, when

the grass is lighter, to do 120 roods in weeding and moulding, so as

to average upon the whole amount of work, 100 roods. My Lord,

I have seen the people tasked in the presence of the special justice,

manager, overseer, and driver of a large estate in Guiana in this

very species of work, to settle the disputed point ; and I assert, that

when the grass is very heavy, seventy roods is the utmost that can

be done in seven hours and a half. But, my Lord, I have the

further testimony of Michael, the foreman of the estate. This

intelligent and excellent negro, finding that he would be protected

in giving his evidence, deposed as follows :
—" The people have had

more to do in cutting canes since they were apprenticed labourers

than before, because now two have to cut a punt, and before four

filled a punt, if they were weak hands. In Mr. Heyland's time, the

people had no time for rest; they had to labour too hard. No
allowance of time is made to the people in going to or returning

from thefield" Mr. Heyland, the gentleman alluded to by Michael,

is a special justice now exercising his functions in Berbice.

Here, then, we have the result of a judicial inquiry into this

matter, from which it appears, that the labour of the negroes, has

.been rather increased than diminished under the new system. You
will be prepared, my Lord, to hear, that, under the system of labour

now established in Guiana, a vast. amount of produce is raised.; but

•I do not think your Lordship will be prepared to hear the astound-

c
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ing fact, that there lias been a greater amount of sugar raised during

the years 1835 and 1836 than during the years 1832 and 1833.

The paper I have before me is drawn from official records— it

is founded upon returns made by the planters themselves to the

Governor. These returns show, that in 1832 and 1833, the amount

of sugar grown was 195,487,922 lbs., whilst in 1835 and 1836, it

was 215,392,654 lbs., giving a clear balance in favour of the latter

years of 19,904,732 lbs. The honourable gentleman, in endeavour-

ing to avoid the force of the argument raised on this fact, said that

Guiana during the last two years had been visited with genial

seasons. Of course, the increased produce of the Colony must be

attributed to any and every cause save the right one—an atrocious

system of coerced, uncompensated labour. But let us look at the

subject a little closer. In 1832, the number of negroes above six

years of age was about 76,000; in 1834, at the commencement

of the apprenticeship system, about 72,500, or 3500 less. This

diminution in the population is to be attributed principally to

the great mortality, to which I have before alluded. We might

reasonably have expected that with a decreasing population, there

woiild have been a corresponding falling off in the amount of

produce raised. The facts already adduced prove, that there was

an increase—a vast increase in the amount of suo-ar.

Again, the labour exacted from the slaves under the old system of

management was, at the least, ten hours per diem ; under the new
system, but seven hours and a half can be legally exacted, which is

just one-fourth less. Then, of course, the amount of produce, with

an equal number of hands to raise it, should have been one-fourth

less ; but we find with a diminished population, who can only be

legally worked three-fourths of the time they were accustomed to be

employed in the field, the increase in the amount of sugar raised is

nearly ten per cent. I observe further, that in the foregoing calcu-

lations, I have not taken into consideration the mortality among the

negroes in 1834, for a reason which I may, perhaps, adduce here-

after, should any attempt be made to invalidate my statements.

In the meantime, I can afford to give my opponent the advantage

of my silence on this point. I cannot, however, part from this very

V
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stating, that theserious and alarming part of my subject without

decrease in the amount of apprenticed labourers in British Guiana,

on the most moderate computation, cannot be less than from 2200

to 2500 per annum, Mr. Gladstone, of Liverpool, himself being

judge ; and to repair this annual loss of life, as well as to reduce

the value of labour, and to demoralize the negroes, hordes of East

Indian idolaters are to be introduced to be sacrificed in their turn to

Mammon and Moloch

!

Instead, my Lord, of attributing the increase in produce of Guiana

to genial seasons, I account for it thus :—By the distribution of the

forty-five hours of weekly labour over the whole of the six working

days of the week. Under this regulation, constant frauds are

practised on the negroes, as they have no means of proving the

exact time tbey are at labour. Secondly, by the operation of the

Tariff of labour in connexion with the distribution of time.

Thirdly, by exacting from nursing mothers, pregnant women,

mothers of six children, aged and infirm negroes, and young people,

the utmost labour that the law strictly interpreted, and rigidly

applied, will admit of being done. Fourthly, by compelling the

apprenticed labourers to give the time they take in going to and

returning from labour, for the benefit of the estates. Fifthly,

by mulcts of time by which fifteen hours of additional labour

weekly is given to the planters, in the case of negroes brought

before the special justices of that Colony. I could have wished

on the present occasion to have had the opportunity of going

fully into this very important part of the question ; for I am per-

fectly satisfied, that any gentleman who will apply his mind to the

subject will soon be convinced, that the apprenticeship system,

instead of reducing the labour formerly exacted from the negro, has

actually increased it.

I come now, my Lord, to a very painful part- of this subject

—

the Law regulating the supply of food to the apprenticed negroes.

It was unquestionably the design of the British Legislature, to

improve generally the condition of the negro, and not to render it

either legally or practically worse than it was before. On the

subject of food, therefore, the Imperial Act/ provides, that the

e2
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apprenticed labourer shall receive such food, and other maintenance

and allowances, as he was entitled to receive, when a slave, by

virtue of any law in force in the Colony to which he might belong.

The Order in Council of 1831, gave him twenty-one pints of

farinaceous food, in lieu of plantains, weekly ; but the Apprentice-

ship Ordinance of 1834, reduced the amount to ten pints weekly,

or to less than one-half of the original quantity ! All slave children

under ten years of age were entitled to receive one half the amount

of food secured to those above that age ; but now the free children

get nothing ; and those who are apprentices obtain only five pints

weekly, instead of ten pints and a half, the old legal allowance

;

and the age at which it is now fixed that they shall receive the

ten pints is twelve instead of ten years ; thus the ingenuity of the

Court of Policy in Guiana, appears to have been taxed how they

might best cheat the poor negroes of their undoubted rights under

the new system. My Lord, a slave family, of five persons, under

the old law, was entitled to receive seventy-two pints of farinaceous

food weekly ; an apprentice family, under the new law, can receive

only thirty-five pints ; and should one of the children be free only

thirty pints ; should two of them be free only twenty-five pints,

a quantity of food totally insufficient to sustain them in health,

and keep them in good working condition. To increase the miseries

of these people, on many estates, the small patches of garden ground,

which they formerly cultivated, have been taken from them, or

broken up ; and their small stock, such as pigs and fowls, have been

wantonly destroyed to an incredible extent. In consequence of

these abominable proceedings, the negroes are driven to beg, or to

pilfer or to give night labour during crop to obtain the means of

necessary subsistence.

I am surprised, my Lord, at an extraordinary mistake into

which the honourable gentleman fell when touching upon the

subject of wages. Instead of the negroes obtaining from three to

four shillings daily, for their extra labour, I can most confidently

state that wages for extra labour are rarely paid at all, to any

negroes, except during the crop season, when those who are engaged

in the mill, or the boiling house, obtain from two to three bitts at

<>
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the utmost,, for fourteen to eigliteen hours of continuous labour.

The bitt is worth four pence half-penny sterling, and goes but

a little way indeed in the purchase of the necessaries of life in

British Guiana. If the honourable gentleman had stated that the

amount of wages given to a free labourer is from three to four

shillings per diem, he would have stated a fact, but to assert that

an apprenticed labourer is in a position to obtain as much for his

extra work is absurd.

" In the early part of last year, after an extensive inquiry into

the subject, I found that the planters were allowing their plantain

pieces to go out of cultivation, in order that they might compel the

negroes to resort to the stores exclusively for a supply of food ; I

mentioned the fact to His Excellency, the Governor, considering- it

to be one of immediate and pressing importance. He caused inquiry

to be made : the facts adduced were substantiated, and on the- 24th
April, 1837, he issued a Proclamation, calling the attention of the

Colonists to the subject. That Proclamation referred, moreover, to

another and not less important point, to which I had called public

attention, viz. : The right of the negroes to receive twenty-one pints

of farinaceous food weekly, in lieu of plantains, and ordering, that

from that period the increased quantity should be given to them.

My Lord, I sincerely rejoiced at the issue of that Proclamation, as

an act of justice to the negroes, who, for nearly three years, had
been robbed of one-half of their legal allowance of food, but judge

my disappointment and regret, at the issue of a second Proclamation

on the 29th of the same month, suspending the operation of the first

for a period of six months ! The reason for this extraordinary pro-

ceeding, is fully set forth in the Proclamation, and is as follows :

" Whereas it has been represented to me, by several very respect-

able proprietors and attornies of estates, that from the small quan-

tities of rice and of corn meal in hand, and the diminished extent of
the 'plantain andprovision cultivation upon the estates, it will be very

inconvenient and difficult to carry forthwith the alterations with

respect to thefood of the labourers, as directed in my Proclamation of
the 24th instant, into effect. . Now, having taken the aforesaid repre-r

sentations into my most serious consideration, and being duly im-.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



24

pressed with the necessity ofequally attending to the wants and interests

of all parties, I do hereby, by virtue of the power and authority

vested in me by His Majesty, by his Order in Council of the 6th

November, 1832, which Order in Council is rendered permanent

until the 1st August, 1840, by the Act of the Imperial Parliament

for the Abolition of Slavery, suspend the operation of my Proclama-

tion as aforesaid, for a period of six months."

Accompanying this Proclamation there was published in the

Eoyal Gazette, a Letter addressed by His Excellency to the Depu-

tation of Planters, who had waited upon him, in which, he not only

maintains " the propriety, policy, and legality" of his Proclamation

of the 24th of April, but adds, " Ihawfelt that it icas impossiblefor

me to sanction the continuance ofa state of things, not only at variance

with the spirit of several Orders in Council, but calculated in my view

of the subject, to injure the permanent interest of the province" Yet,

my Lord, just as the six months were about expiring—just as the

negroes were anticipating the moment when they were to receive

twenty-one pints of farinaceous food instead of ten—their hopes

were dashed by the issue of a third Proclamation, suspending for an

indefinite period of time the operation of the first

!

Thus the people of England are to be defrauded of their rights in

the persons of these wretched beings, rights which they have so

dearly purchased, and of which they have been so dishonourably

defrauded by Colonial cupidity.

I come now, my Lord, to another part of the question—the

amount of punishment inflicted on the Apprenticed Labourers in

British Guiana. Having been in the House when the honourable

gentleman adverted to this point, I well remember the effect pro-

duced by his bold and partial statements. Had the honourable

members who so loudly cheered him, taken the pains to consult the

" Blue Books" in their possession, or even
-
' the small Tract on

"Punishments," carefully drawn up from Official records to save

them the trouble of reference, they would have received the honour-

able gentleman's statements far otherwise than they did. What are

the real facts of the case ?

I have extracted from a great bulk of parliamentary papers, the

V
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actual amount of punishments inflicted under the present system, in

this Colony, during the thirty-four months to which they refer.

There are three returns; the first embraces a period of twelve

months, viz., from the 1st of August, 1834, to the 31st of July,

1835. During this period, there were inflicted 8152 punishments.

The second table of returns is for ten months, viz., from the 1st of

August, 1835, to the 31st of May, 1836, and this shows that 8078
punishments were inflicted. The third table includes a period of

twelve months, viz., from the 1st of June, 1836, to the 31st of May,

1837, or the third year of the apprenticeship, and gives 7596

punishments. During the first period, Sir James admits that the

punishments were both numerous and severe ; that they had origi-

nated in fraudulent attempts to compel an unreasonable amount of

labour ; and that the planters had justly forfeited by their conduct

the confidence of the negroes, and had excited an angry and discon-

tented feeling in their minds. The second he designates, in a series

of despatches as one of tranquillity, industry, and happiness—of

good conduct and subordination on the part of the negroes, not to

be " exceeded by the same number of people in any part of the

world ;" and affirms, that " no act of tyranny, cruelty, and oppres-

sion can take place, without the speedy detection and exposure of

the person so offending." All this was written to prove the vigi-

lance of the Governor, and the triumph of mild measures over harsh.

His Excellency further represents, in his Official communications,

that during this period, there was a gradual decrease of punishments

until they appear to dwindle almost to nothing. But if we com-

pare the aggregate of punishments, during the second period with

the first, we shall find an actual increase in the amount of one-sixth !

The last returns as compared with the first—which is admitted to

have been one of wanton injury, cruelty, and wrong—shews a de-

crease of scarcely seven per cent. Is this ground for triumph ? It

is a remarkable fact, that the greatest reduction in the amount of

Punishments took place when Dr. Lloyd and myself were in the

Colony—certainly greater efforts were made by the authorities to

restrain violence and oppression while we were there, than had ever

been made before. But, my Lord, the negroes had been coerced
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into obedience and subordination, and this may be adduced as-

another reason for the diminution in the amount of punishment.

Let us put facts in opposition to opinions, and what is the result ?

During the first two years and ten months of the apprenticeship,

23,826 apprenticed labourers were punished; namely, 11,419 males,

12,407 females,—showing that the greatest amount of punishment

has fallen on the women. The total number of males returned as

having been flogged is 2,895, who received 59,778 lashes. The

number punished otherwise than by flogging, is 20,931 ; these were

sentenced to extra labours on estates, to confinement at night in

the dungeons on the estates, to solitary confinement, to imprisonment

in jail, with hard labour on the treadmill, and in the penal gang.

Thus it appears from unquestionable authority, namely, the returns

of the Special Justices themselves, that one in three of the whole

apprenticed population of British Guiana, amounting to 70,000,

including the young, the aged and infirm, nursing mothers, and

pregnant females, has been punished by flogging or otherwise in

the short period of thirty-four months. " But the case, it has

been said, " has been made out against Jamaica." We admit that

the negroes have been brutally treated in that Colony. Well, let us

try Guiana by the Jamaica standard. By comparing the returns of

punishments of the former with those of the latter Colony, it will

be found that in Jamaica they have been nearly eleven per cent,

less, upon the aggregate. The population in Guiana is about one-

fourth of that in Jamaica, yet we find that 23,826 punishments

were actually inflicted in it during thirty-four months, which

multiplied by four, gives 95,304, whilst the amount inflicted in

Jamaica during the same period, was 86,289, or less by about eleven

per cent. So much for the mild measures pursued by Sir J. C.

Smyth. Besides, the foregoing returns do not include the punish-

ments inflicted by the superior and inferior criminal courts upon

apprenticed labourers, for offences committed under the apprentice-

ship laws. I may also add, that all male apprenticed labourers

committed to jail, were put in the stocks at night, thus greatly

aggravating their sufferings. What then becomes of the argument

of the honourable gentleman, in reference to the diminished amount

of punishment inflicted on the labourers in that Colony ?

v J
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I had an opportunity, while in British Guiana, of inspecting some .

of the official records which have not been transmitted to England.

I found, upon investigating those records, which referred to a small

judicial district, containing about 3,200 apprenticed labourers, that

in the short period of eight months, 736 were punished, and the

aggregate amount of punishments inflicted on them was as foUows :

stripes with the cat, 7154 ; hard labour, fifty-eight weeks ; tread-

mill, the favourite punishment of the planters for women, 464 weeks;

hard labour on estates, 525 weeks. This will show the operation of

that part of the Ordinance which gives masters a direct interest in

the penal labour of the negroes ; confinement at night in dungeons,

335 weeks ; solitary confinement, 134 weeks. Here is a vast

amount of punishment inflicted on 736 unhappy individuals, in one

small judicial district in eight months. What would be the sum

total of the physical torture, labour, and degradation inflicted, if we

could have access to all the records, of all the judicial districts, in

that Colony ? Who is the slanderer now ? My Lord, I admit that

I was the individual that furnished an honourable member with the

data, from which he was enabled to say, that there has been an

increase of produce in that Colony, and a decrease of the population;

and I think I have now shown your Lordship the means by which

this has been accomplished. But I made further extracts from the

official records while I was there, showing the manner in which the

laws arc administered by the Special Justices. I have here the case

of twelve men, belonging to a plantation called La Penitence. They

were charged with having quitted their work before the legal

expiration of their time, not having performed sufficient work, doing-

it indolently, combining and conspiring to resist orders, &c. &c.

The punishment inflicted upon them for this offence, was thirty-

nine lashes upon the bare back of each, and fourteen clays extra

labour to the estate. I have another extract referring to three

women belonging to the same plantation ; they were charged with

working carelessly and indolently. The sentence of the Special

Justice was, one month's hard labour each on the tread-mill. I have

also another very curious extract, which will further show the

working of the apprenticeship system. There were three men and
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three women, charged with an unlawful conspiracy. You will be

anxious to know what it was. It was not to destroy their master's

life or property, nor to resist lawful orders, nor to cease work while

he refused to give them wages. It was an unlawful conspiracy to

get up a petition to the Governor. They were detected before they

could carry their design into effect—before they could give His

Excellency an account of their grievances and sufferings. They

were brought before the Special Justice of the district, and by him,

—for thus unlawfully conspiring to get up a petition to the

Governor,—they were sentenced each of them to one month's hard

labour on the tread-mill. The honourable gentleman will not deny

these facts ; they are not ex parte ; they stand on the official records

of the Colony; and, if it be necessary, let the official records be

called for, and the proof will then be seen. I really have to

apologize for occupying so much of your Lordship's attention this

morning, but I feel that I should not be doing justice to the negro

nor to myself, unless I attempted to convey my impressions to the

assembly before me, of the atrocities committed on British subjects

by the Apprenticeship System.

There is one point, my Lord, of very great importance, connected

with this subject, which indeed has affected my mind more than

any other,—that is, the miserable and degraded condition of the

women. They are the great sufferers under the Apprenticeship

Laws. Their sorrows have been multiplied, their labour increased,

and their privileges abridged, by the Abolition Act. When they

were slaves, their masters had a particular interest in protecting

them—they were the mothers of the young brood of human cattle

on their estates, or were expected to become such—and for the sake

of the offspring, to the women were secured, either by law or by

usage, certain privileges and immunities. What these were may be

seen in an extract which I give from a paper published by order of

the House of Commons in 1831. Mr. Hyndman, a wealthy pro-

pi ietor in Demerara, speaking to the practice in that Colony, says :

" When a woman proves pregnant, she immediately relaxes from her

usual quantity of labour, and a young or weakly negro is put to

assist her, or she is sent to the weak gang, where the work is

%'
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lighter. Here she continues till her sixth or seventh month, after

which she does little or nothing ; hut under the idea that exercise

is absolutely necessary for her health in this state, she is enjoined

to keep moving about until her confinement, when she is allowed

rice or barley, and sugar, her usual allowance of food. A person is

ordered to attend her, besides a midwife during fourteen days. At

the expiration of six weeks she brings her infant to be named, after

which, in about two months, she again resumes- her labour, but for

twelve months it is very little to be calculated upon ; she does not

turn out for half an hour after the rest of the gang in the morning,

in about two hours she returns, and remains with her child half an

hour before the rest of the gang; the same is repeated in the

afternoon. On the slightest indisposition of the infant she resorts

with it to the sick house, where she remains until she chooses to

leave it of her own accord ; her work in the field being so little

calculated upon for twelve months, that it is a matter of indifference

whether she is there or not. Mothers of children do not turn out

for half an hour after the rest of the gang, and they leave the field

half an hour before the others, until their children are two years of

age, and sometimes older; exclusive of all this, there are two

matrons to attend to the young children, and feed them during the

absence of their mothers. Women with young children are allowed

an extra allowance of rice, or other light food for their use, until the

children are older ; when they are regularly fed by a cook, who has

no other employment.

But the interest of which I have before spoken has been with-

drawn by the Abolition Act ; the children are now free, the master's

interest is centered solely in the women ; and he exacts from them,

whether they be anticipating confinement, whether they be mothers

of large families, or whether they be aged and infirm, the greatest

amount of labour that can be extorted, by a rigid interpretation and

application of the law. And here again I will refer to the evidence

of the planters themselves rather than to my own. Mr. Huie,

whose name I have already introduced to your attention, deposes

as follows :
" I make no difference respecting the hours of labour

for apprenticed labourers, whether under the age of fourteen or abocc
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sixty. I send women to out canes, the heaviest labour on a planta-

tion, who have young children at the breast. No allowance is made

in their favour zcith regard to work, I make no difference with

regard to the hours of work. I maJce no difference with regard to

the hours of labour for pregnant immen. I have heard it

RUMOURED, THAT PREGNANT WOMEN WERE ONLY TO WORK SIX HOURS,

BUT I DID NOT BELIEVE IT. My REASON FOR NOT BELIEVING IT WAS,

THAT THE ACT OF MANUMISSION DID AWAY WITH ALL FORMER ACTS

with regard To pregnant women." I pray you mark this, my
Lord, the slavery Abolition Act did away with all the humane pro-

visions of the Slave Code ! Mr. Mackay confirms Huie's evidence,

he says, " There was no difference made, (that is, since the 1st of

August, 1834,) with respect to the number of hours of labour for

pregnant women, persons under fourteen years of age or above

sixty." The testimony of Huie and Mackay is in accordance with

the practice of the other managers of the Colony.

I could add other testimony to the foregoing, to show with how
dreadful a severity, this iniquitous system tells upon the wretched

women ; but, my Lord, I dare not disclose the horrors which have

come [to my knowledge in such an assembly as this. They may,

however, be inferred from the general statements I have made ; and

from the fact, that few of them, comparatively, give birth to living

children ! The waste of human life is enormous. On seventeen

Estates, which I visited in Demerara, I found 1304 males, and 1169

females, and only 319 free children under nine years of age. On a

moderate computation there ought to have been from 800 to 1000.

During my stay in the Colony, I was continually receiving state-

ments on this point, and the strongest terms were used to express

the alarm with which the decrease of the population was viewed by
right minded persons. The communications I have received since

my return to England are equally strong. But, my Lord, this

recklessness of human life will be increased, by the Order in Council

for the introduction of Coolies from Hindostan and elsewhere into

Guiana, for so long as the planters can calculate upon the cultivation

of their Estates by the importation of adult labourers, they will

have no inducement, whatever, to take care of the offspring of the

«
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negroes. But, I trust, my Lord, that after the recent able exposure

of this Order in Council in your Lordship's House, it will either be

rendered innocuous, or be forthwith reversed. I find I have a

variety of papers illustrative of different points, in connexion with

the working of the Apprenticeship System in Guiana, but your time,

my Lord, will not permit me to go into them. Here is one, on

appraisements, by which I find that a negro applying to purchase

his freedom, is compelled to pay as much for the unexpired term of

service, as he would have had to pay for liberty when he was a

slave. The case of non-pradials on Estates who have been registered

praxlials, is particularly hard; their price has been doubled and

trebled in consequence of such registration, and their period of ser-

vice prolonged, as I have before shown, two years. The constitution

of the Court of Appraisement is vicious in principle, and in ninety-

nine cases out of a hundred, the undoubted rights of the negroes are

sacrificed to the presumed rights of the masters.

Here is another paper on the subject of Sick Houses. The

honourable gentleman directed the attention of the House to the

testimony of Judge Willis on this point. From the evidence of that

learned Judge it appears, that the negroes in hospital are treated

with uniform attention and kindness,—that their wants are liberally

met, and that wine, among other luxuries, is freely dispensed.

We hear nothing from this learned person of the standing dose

—

the test of sickness, which is administered—composed of the most

disgusting drugs, with the occasional addition of lamp oil, to make

it palatable. I question much, my Lord, whether the learned

person referred to, ever went into a sick house in Guiana. I rather

suppose he has taken on trust the evidence of credible witnesses

—

the gentlemen who have the management of these receptacles of

human woe. I have visited about thirty of them ; and am prepared

to speak from ocular demonstration of their real character, and the

general treatment pursued in them towards the sick. All of them

I found locked, with one solitary exception. In three or four only

did I find raised boards for the patients to lie on. In none of them

did I find mat or mattress; and in few instances, did I discover a

blanket to cover the sick. They were usually lying on the bare
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floor without any other covering than their common clothino-. In

many of them, I found both sexes locked up together ; and in

several I discovered persons with contagious diseases, such as itch,

leprosy, &c. shut up with the other patients. Most of the sick

houses were disgustingly dirty ; and had no suitable conveniences

for puiposes of decency. In not one of them did I find the negroes

properly lodged, classified, or taken care of. In several, the wretched

inmates were crowded together in the most inhuman manner ; and
in two instances, I found the patients shut out from light as well

as
.
air. The fact is, my Lord, sickness is a crime in the Colonies,

and every hospital is converted into a prison.

In the course of my examination, I visited a fine estate on the

west side of the Demerara river, in company with the Special Justice

of the district. Having obtained an interview with the overseer,

we requested to see the sick house. After a little demur, in reference

to myself, his consent was obtained. Having procured the keys of

this receptacle of disease and death, and unlocked and unbolted the

apartments, he introduced us into them. We first visited the men's

ward, in which were incarcerated from fourteen to sixteen persons

suffering under various diseases. They were sitting or lying on the

raised boards ; but they had no mats, mattresses, or blankets. In a

small recess in the room we found, lying on the floor, a dying negro

;

he was delirious; and evidently near the close of his existence.

After having gazed on the sad spectacle around us a few moments,

the magistrate inquired whether the patients had anything to say

to him. One of them, more bold than the rest, said, " Yes, massa;"

and, holding out a calabash with a handful of cold boiled rice in it,

observed, " Massa, see what dem give we for eat,—we not enough,

massa, and dem no allow Ave to get tings from we friends." A
starving allowance of cold boiled rice was the luxury given to this

sick man and his companions in sorrow ; and the kindness of friends

was not allowed to supply, what was held back by the parsimony

of the planter. We next visited the women's ward, in which were

confined about the same number of patients aswfi found in the

men's apartment. Their situation was similar—their general treat-

ment the same. There was, however, one woman who particularly

<
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engaged my attention. I shall never forget the spectacle she pre-

sented. She was standing with her back against the raised boards.

On her right arm rested a young child, and in her left hand was a

calabash with a small quantity of cold boiled rice. She was worn
out by disease— emaciated—reduced to a mere skeleton. The
fountain of nourishment was dried up but not so the spring of

motherly affection. She appealed to the Special Magistrate ; but

not for herself; she said, pointing to her withered bosom, " You see,

massa, me not able to give pickaninny anyting from myself; and

when me come to sick house three days agone, me bring plantain

powder with me to make pap for pickaninny ; but overseer take it

away from me; and pickaninny not able to eat cold boiled rice."

Did this scene occur on some poor estate, whose proprietor had been

impoverished by extravagance and mortgagees ? No, my Lord, it

occurred on Plantation Wales, the property of John Gladstone, Esq.

of Liverpool, the father of the honourable Member for Newark,—

,

it happened on the property of a man who has received nearly

Eighty Thousand Pounds of British Money, in the shape of Com-
pensation ; and who can build, churches in this country to show his

liberality and piety ; but who, through his representatives in British

Guiana, thus treats the poor, miserable, unhappy negroes, from

whom he derives part of his princely revenues from year to year.

I had intended to have directed your Lordship's attention to the

separation of families, which has taken place under the most dis-

tressing circumstances, since the New Law came into operation. I

showed to Sir James, when I was in the Colony, that husbands and

wives, parents and children, had been cruelly separated from each

other; and that when they had shown more than ordinary resistance

to the will of the Special Justices, they had been coerced away by
the cat. I have not heard that these people have been restored to

their' family connexions ; and I do not believe they will until the

apprenticeship be finally terminated. I had further intended to

have shown the distressing situation of those Special Justices who
are vainly attempting to pursue an honourable course. These gen-

tlemen are proscribed, insulted, and prosecuted by the planters;

defamed and calumniated by the press ; and even attacked from
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the seat of Justice. I may mention the cases of two high-minded

and talented magistrates, Captain Allen and George Ross, Esq.

Both these gentlemen are shut out from society ; both of them have

been most grossly abused ; and both of them have been prosecuted.

The former has been compelled to appeal to the Queen in Council

against a decision of the Supreme Court; and is under threat of

another action for his attempt to administer the law with impar-

tiality and uprightness. The object of the planters is either to cast

him into prison or to compel him to leave the Colony.

One remark more and I have done. I wish to advert to the

restraints to which the negroes are subjected in their own time.

"We were distinctly assured by Lord Stanley, that, subject to the

restrictions of the apprenticeship, the negro should in every other

respect be free ; that he should not bear on his person the taint of a

servile condition ; that in point of fact he should be as free as his

master. But we find that the negro, after he has performed his

legal obligations to his master, cannot leave his district without a

pass. If he wants to bury a dead child, to visit a sick wife, or even

to get married, he must obtain permission. The glowing promises

of the noble Lord have not been realised. I have here a series of

papers illustrative of this point. Here is one on the '
subject of

marriage :

" The bearer Hercules and the woman Mary, attached to plan-

tation Blairmount, being wishful of getting married, I have no

objection thereto.

(Signed) Campbell Falloon, q. q,

James Blair."
.

To the Rev. J. Howe. .
Berbice, Aug. 3, 1834.

Mr. Blair, is like Mr. Gladstone, a member of the Lower House,

it may be seen from the parliamentary papers, that he has received

upwards of £ 83,000 of the compensation money. Of the manage-

ment of his Estates, and the atrocities perpetrated on them, I could

say much, did the time of this meeting permit. But I must pass on.

I have one document, sent by a planter to a missionary, forbidding

»
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him to marry one of the people belonging to the estate. As it is

rather a singular production, I will take the liberty of reading it :

"Mr. Edghill presents his compliments to the Rev. Mr. Ketley,

and begs to inform him that the woman Angelique, A. L. of PI. La
Penitence, has never obtained his permission to be married, neither

will he consent to it, except subject to the following restrictions :

that her husband shall not visit the estate, or she leave the estate to

visit him, without the consent of those concerned."

La Penitence.

Jan. 1, 1837.

This, my Lord, is the liberty which the negroes in British Guiana

are privileged to enjoy under the Apprenticeship System. I am
aware how inefficiently I have performed the task assigned me

;

but, my Lord, I have done all that the circumstances of my present

situation would enable me to do. I have endeavoured to give you

facts ; I could have increased them tenfold ; and I am prepared to

defend the position I have taken, that in British Guiana as well as

in Jamaica, the system of Apprenticeship is but another name for

Slavery ; and, that the dignity of the Crown, the honour of the

country, the interests of humanity, and the future prosperity of the

Colonies demand its instant extinction.

My Lord, permit me to say in conclusion, that the negroes are

worthy of all the efforts which have been made for them by the

people of England—worthy of all the efforts of your Lordship, and

other noble peers who think with you, can make in their behalf.

And may I be permitted further to add, that when the great question

of negro freedom shall come under the consideration of that House of

which your Lordship is a distinguished member, I trust that

Almighty God will so direct your deliberations and decisions, as to

secure liberty in its fullest sense, and with all its accompanying

blessings, to this much-injured, and long-oppressed class of our

fellow-subjects.

Johnston k. Barrett, Printers, 13, Mark Lane.
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