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Miss Mills lets medieval chroniclers tell
their own tales, poets and troubadours, min-
strels and wandering scholars sing their own
songs and the serf describe his hard lot.
Beginning with the early Middle Ages, she
tells how Constantinople acted as a bulwark
against attacks of uncivilized tribes from
the East; how Christian missionaries went
out to convert the pagan lands of Europe;
the story of Mohammed and the influence
of Islam; of Vikings and their seafaring ad-
ventures. Her book combines interesting
source material with a scholarly interpreta-
tion of important events and of those fea-
tures which characterized all countries dur-
ing the Middle Ages: the Church; monks
and friars and pilgrims ; feudalism and chiv-
alry; the manor and towns; Crusades; stu-
dents wandering in search of learning;
science and magic; poetry and drama; arts
and crafts.

The author traces the adventures made in
government during the Middle Ages and
shows how this period drew to a close with
the raising of voices questioning the old es-
tablished things, the forerunners of a new
world, whose roots lie in these distant cen-
turies.

Illustrations are from contemporary: sources,
and many of them have rarely been repro-
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PREFACE

Tr1s book, like its two predecessors, was used in
its original manuscript form by one of my history
classes. It carries on the story of the way in which
man has been learning how to live down to the
Fall of Rome in 476 A.D. and so concludes this series
on the Ancient World.

The spirit of a nation is expressed and its history
is recorded in three ways: in its political history, in
its literature and in its art. The aim of this book
has been to use such parts of the political history of
the Romans, of their literature and of their art as
seem to have been the outward and visible signs of
the spirit that inspired them.

The writing of this book in this way would not
have been possible without the permission of pub-
lishers to use certain copyright translations, and I
am glad to take this opportunity to express my
thanks for such permission, to Messrs. G. Bell and
Sons for passages from the translation of Horace by
Conington; to Messrs. J. M. Dent and Scns for pas-
sages from the translation of the Aeneid by Fairfax
Taylor and from Livy by Canon W. M. Roberts;
to the Executors of the late Dr. Thomas Hodgkin
for his translation from Claudian on p. 421; to the
Editors of the Loeb Classical Library for passages

m



iv PREFACE

from the translations of Sallust and Suectonius by
J. C. Rolfe and of Appian’s Roman Ilistory by Hor-
ace White; to Messrs. Macmillan and Company for
passages from the translation of Marcus Awurelins
by Gerald H. Rendall and of the Annals of Tacitus
by Church and Brodribb; to the Oxtord University
Press for passages from the translation of the Odes
of Horace and of Catullus by Sir William Marris, of
Virgil by James Rhoades, of the Histories and Ger-
mania of Tacitus by W. Hamilton Fyfe, and of
Epictetus by P. E. Matheson; and to the Walter
Scott Publishing Company for passages from the
translation of Pliny's Letters by J. B. Firth.

The three books of this series are intended as an
introduction to the history and cirilization of the
ancient world, and they in no way aim at covering
the whole ground. My aim will have been accom-
plished if they should create a desire not only to
know something more of this great heritage that has
come down to us from the past, but also something
of its further history and development during the
fourteen hundred years that have gone by since the
Fall of Rome.

DoroTHY MILL.S.

NEw YORE.
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Others, no doubt, from breathing bronze shall draw
More softness, and a living face devise

From marble, plead their causes at the law

More deftly, trace the motions of the skies

With learned rod, and tell the stars that rise.

Thou, Roman, rule, and o’er the world proclaim
The ways of peace. Be these thy victories,

To spare the vanquished and the proud to tame.
These are imperial arts, and worthy of thy name.*

IN these words, Virgil, the great Roman poet,
set forth what he believed to be the mission of
Rome. He lived at a time when Rome had become
a mighty Empire. Looking back across the cen-
turies, he could see how she had grown from being
only a small settlement to be the ruler of the world.
She had conquered the world, and not only the
Mediterranean world with its great civilizations, but
lands far beyond the shores of that ancient sea,
lands inhabited by men of strange speech and
uncouth ways. In the thought of the poet, that
had been the first step in her mission, to conquer;
then, having conquered, she was to rule and crown

* Aeneid, VI.
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the peace she had established in her empire with
law and order. This mission she worthily fulfilled.
We, looking back to the days of Virgil, can see
that she accomplished yet a third great task, for
having conquered and then wisely ruled it, she
civilized the world.

The spirit of a nation expresses itself and its history
is recorded in various ways: in the social relations of
the people both with each other and with other nations,
and this is called its political history; in its language,
which expresses itself in its literature; and in its build-
ing, which is its architecture.*

It is in the political history, the literature and the
architecture of Rome that we find the story of how
she made her own that which came to her out of
the East, and of how greatly she fulfilled her mis-
sion not only of conquering, but also of ruling and
of civilizing the world.

1 The Book of the Ancient Greeks.
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CHAPTER 1
THE LAND oF ITALY

THE peninsula of Italy divides the Mediterranean
world into two parts, the Eastern and the Western.
Italy turns her face to the West, for the Apennines
are very steep and rugged on their eastern side,
but slope more gently down to the plains in the
West. There are more good harbours on the west-
ern coast than on the eastern, which brought the
earliest inhabitants of Italy into communication
with countries to the South and West of them
rather than with those in the East. This was often
a source of danger, for the neighbouring peoples in
the Western Mediterranean were not always friendly,
and the southern and western coasts of Italy were
open to attack both from Europe and the north
coast of Africa.

Greece turned her face to the East and looked
out upon lands that had a more ancient civilization
than her own; the face of Italy was turned to the
West, and when her history began she looked out
upon lands that were almost unknown, inhabited
by peoples who knew very little of what is called
civilization, who could not write, who had no lir.

”
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erature, who knew almost nothing of the art of build-
ing, and whose pottery and weaving were of the
crudest and most elementary type. Italy lay
between the ancient East and the unknown West,
between lands which had marked characteristics
of their own and behind which lay long centuries
of history, and lands which as yet had no fixed
character and whose history lay in the future.

As the Apennines turn Italy towards the West,
so do the Alps, her northern boundary, turn her to
the South. The Alps were a barrier between Italy
and the rest of Europe, but they did not make a
very secure wall of defence, for though they are
difficult of ascent from the South, they are not very
hard to cross from the North. In early times many
tribes migrated into Italy, where the inhabitants
were not very well able to defend themselves against
these enemies who came down upon them so easily
from the mountains, which they themselves found
80 hard to climb.

This danger of attack from enemies had a marked
influence on the character of the people who lived in
Italy, especially on the early Romans who were
destined to become the rulers of the land. Con-
stantly exposed to danger, from the earliest days
they experienced the sternness and seriousness of
life; self-defence forced them to unite, and often
their very existence depended on a life of the strict-
est self-discipline and control. All this made them
stern, practical and capable. From the very begin-
ning they had a sense of the tremendous possibil-
ities there were in life both for achievement and also
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for failure, and this developed in them to a marked
extent that quality that is best expressed by the
word character.

The land of Italy is a sunny land and a beautiful
one, with its mountains and rivers and rich fertile
plains. From early times there were fields of grain,
vineyards which produced wine, olives which gave
oil, and good pasture land for the cattle and flocks
of sheep which supplied not only food, but good
wool for clothing. The Romans were not the keen
lovers of beauty that the Greeks were, but they
were proud of their land and of all that their race had
done to make it great. ‘‘Here,” said Virgil,

Blooms perpetual spring and summer here
In months that are not summer’s; twice teem the flocks
Twice doth the tree yield service of her fruit.

Mark too her cities, so many and so proud,

Of mighty toil the achievement, town on town
Up rugged precipices heaved and reared,

And rivers undergliding ancient walls,

A land no less that in her veins displays
Rivers of silver, mines of copper ore,

Ay, and with gold hath flowed abundantly.
A land that reared a valiant breed of men.

Hail! land of Saturn, mighty mother thou
Of fruits and heroes.*

* Georgic, II.



CHAPTER 11
THE EARLY PEOPLES OF ITALY

IN very ancient times Italy was inhabited by a
number of different peoples, about whom very little
is known. It is thought that in those far-away,
misty days' when the peoples of the world were
wandering in search of homes, certain tribes crossed
the Alps and came down into Italy. They must
have found some of the prehistoric inhabitants in
possession of the land, and they probably fought
them and overcame them, slaying many and then
mingling with the rest and occupying the land.
These first settlers are now looked upon as the
original inhabitants of Italy. Some of these tribes
settled north of the Tiber and then spread over
Central Italy, the Umbrians in the districts near
the Adriatic and the Sabines in the mountains of
the interior. All the hill-tribes in Central Italy
were considered as descended from the Sabines who
sent out numbers of colonists to neighbouring dis-
tricts. At one time, when the Sabines had been
engaged in a long war with the Umbrians, they
made a vow that they would consecrate to the gods
all the products of that spring, called by them the
Sacred Spring. All the children born during tha~

10



THE EARLY PEOPLES OF ITALY 1{

season were consecrated to Mars, and when they
had grown to manhood they were sent forth, with
a bull as their leader, to seek new homes wherever
the gods willed. The bull lay down to rest in a cer-
tain village, whereupon the Sabine youths drove
out the inhabitants and, after sacrificing the bull to
Mars, established themselves in that place. These
colonists became known as Samnites.

To the banks of the Tiber came another tribe,
the Latins, who gave to the region where they
settled the name of Latium. This was a fertile
land, and the Latins soon grew more prosperous
than the tribes in the more hilly interior. At first,
like all early peoples, they consisted of a number of
separate tribes, but Latium was a district much
exposed to attack from hostile neighbours, and
the Latins soon found that for mutual protection
and defence it was necessary to form some kind of
organization. So it came about that thirty com-
munities joined together and formed the Latin
League. As some centre was necessary for such a
league, a place where a common assembly could be
held, where justice could be dispensed and where
there might be a common sanctuary, Alba Longa
was made the chief town and head of the League.
Very little is known about the early history of the
Latin League, but it is important because the join-
ing together of a number of communities with one
common centre which belonged to them all, was the
beginning of that sense of national unity which was
to become a characteristic of the Roman people.

These were the early Italian peoples who lived in
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Italy, but as early, probably, as from the eleventh
century B.C. onwards, other peoples appeared, two
of which left an abiding mark on the early civiliza-
tion of Italy. These were the Etruscans and the
Greeks.

The Etruscans settled in the coast region north
of Rome and there they developed a civilization of
their own. The Romans seem always to have
regarded them as intruders and as strangers in the
land, though their settlements were made in very
early times, some of them at least as early as 1000
B.C., but it was towards the end of the seventh cen-
tury B.C. that they were at the height of their power.
Very much still remains to be learnt about the
Etruscans, when they came into Italy and whence
they came, for their writing has not yet been fully
deciphered, but Roman writers have left some
account of what they knew about them. They were
ruled by a king who wore a crown and a purple robe
and who sat on an ivory throme, and they had a
code of laws which gave them rules for the conduct
of daily life in the community and for different ways
of interpreting the will of the gods. They were
specially skilled in the art of augury, the art which
interpreted signs in nature as outward expressions
of the will of the gods, and they believed that spe-
cial meanings were attached to such phenomena as
thunder and lightning and the flight of birds.

The Latins were much influenced by the Etrus-
caus and learnt many things from them. The Etrus-
tans may themselves have been influenced by the
early Greeks, especially in their architecture, paint-



THE EARLY PEOPLES OF ITALY 13

ing and sculpture. They were richer, more pros-
perous and more skilful than their neighbours and
were a people of great importance in early Italy.
They were a commercial people, but they do not
seem to have had an adventurous spirit like that of
the Phoenicians or the Greek colonists, and they
waited for trade to come to them rather than sail
out on to uncharted seas in search of it. Etruscan
influence can be seen in the early art and architec-
ture of the Latins, in some of their amusements,
such as gladiatorial shows, and in their religious
beliefs. A great many Etruscan tombs have been
found, and from the care with which the dead were
buried and the articles which were buried with
them, the Etruscans evidertly believed in a future
life.

Greater than the Etruscan influence on the early
peoples of Ttaly was that of the Greeks. Colonists
from Greece had settled in the South of Italy and as
far North as the Bay of Naples, and they gave the
name of Magna Graecia to this whole region. The
Greek cities were active in trade, powerful, wealthy
and luxurious. One of the most important was
Tarentum, a city which had an excellent harbour,
and which was one of the most prosperous trading
ports in the South of Italy. Tarentum was noted
for its fine wool and purple dye, which were as fa-
mous as those of Tyre.

There were also Greek colonies in Sicily, an island
noted then, as now, for the loveliness of its situation
and its beauty in the springtime of the year. The
Sicilians themselves held to the tradition that the
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island had been given by Jupiter as his gift to
Proserpine on her marriage with Pluto, and there
were many other legends of gods and goddesses who
were said to have dwelt in the island. The chief
cities were along the coast, and Pindar called them
“‘a gorgeous crown of citadels.”

These were the peoples who in historic times first
inhabited Italy. In time one city, very small and
unimportant at the beginning of her history, was
to tise from their midst, destined to conquer them
all, to unite them and to rule them. Where Greece
had failed, Rome was to succeed, for having first
united the peoples not only of Italy but of the then
known world, she was to give them a real sense of
national unity.



CHAPTER IiI
THE FOUNDING OF ROME

IT is very difficult to know the truth about the
garly history of Rome, because there are so few his-
torical records of that far-off period. In 390 B.C.
‘when Rome was burnt by the Gauls, all the public
records were destroyed, and it was not until long
after that date, that out of the traditions and leg-
ends which had been handed down, a history was
made. But if reliable historical records are scanty,
legend and tradition are full of tales which tell us
what the Romans themselves believed as to their
own origin. ‘Though these tales must not be looked
upon as real history, they have, nevertheless, a dis-
tinct importance of their own. For the character
of a nation is influenced by what that nation believes
about its origin and by the traditions on which it
brings up its youth. It is from such traditions that
we can learn what a people admired and what it
despised, what kind of heroes were held up as ex-
amples to be followed, what was considered noble
and honourable, and what was held to be petty
and mean.

According to the most ancient tradition, Aeneas,
after the fall of Troy, fled from the burning n#r

=
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accompanied by his father and his little son, Asca-
nius, together with a few faithful followers. After
many adventures he reached the coast of Italy,
where, so good omens assured him, should be his
home and the land over which his descendants
should rule. The King of Latium came out to
drive back the strangers, but he was defeated by
Aeneas, who then made peace with him and after a
time wedded his daughter, Lavinia. After the
death of the King, Aeneas ruled in his place, until
he was slain in battle fighting against the Etrus-
cans. Ascanius then became King, and finding the
city in which his father had lived too small for the
increasing population, he founded Alba Longa and
made it his chief city.

The descendants of Aeneas ruled in Alba Longa
for three hundred years. At the end of this time the
rightful King was Numitor, but he was dethroned
by his brother Amulius, who, fearing lest Rhea
Silvia, the daughter of Numitor, should have sons
who might grow up and claim the kingdom, caused
her to be made a priestess of the goddess Vesta,
Amulius thought that all was well and that his
brother would never be strong enough to regain his
kingdom, when news was brought to him that Rhea
Silvia had twin sons of great beauty, whose father
was none other than the god Mars. ‘‘But neither
gods nor men sheltered her or her babes irom the
King's cruelty; the priestess was thrown mto prison,
and the boys were ordered to be throws into the
river.”’*

t Livy, 1, 4.
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Now it happened that just at this time, the Tiber
had overflowed its banks and the servant who had
been charged to drown the infants, left them in the
shallow water on the bank, thinking that it would
be deep enough to drown them. But the river went
down and the infants were left on dry ground at the
foot of a fig-tree. Here, tradition tells us,

a thirsty she-wolf from the surrounding hills, attracted
by the crying of the children, came to them, and
nursed them, and was so gentle towards them that the
king’s flock-master found her licking the boys with her
tongue. According to the story this man’s name was
Faustulus. He took the children to his hut and gave
them to his wife to bring up.*

Faustulus knew who these boys were, and he brought
them up well, and, it is said, actually

with the knowledge and secret assistance of Numitor.
They went to school and were well instructed in letters
and other accomplishments befitting their birth. And
they were called Romulus and Remus. As they grew
up they proved brave and manly and of undaunted
courage. A, But Romulus seemed rather to act by coun-
sel, and to show the sagacity of a statesman, and in
all his dealings with their neighbours, whether relating
to feeding of flocks or to hunting, gave the idea of being
born rather to rule than to obey.2

Both boys were noted amongst the shepherds for
their skill in protecting the flocks and driving off

«Livy, L. 4. 2 Plutarch: Life of Romulus.,
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robbers and in delivering from injury all who were
oppressed.

When Romulus and Remus had reached manhoed,
they learned who they were, and how Amulius had
taken the throne which belonged of right to their
grandfather. A plot was formed, Amulius was
slain, and Numitor replaced on the throne. But
Romulus and Remus had been so long accustomed to
take the lead amongst their companions, that they
were not content

to dwell in Alba without governing there, nor would
they take the government into their own hands during
the life of their grandfather. Having therefore delivered
the dominion up into his hands and paid their mothet
befitting honour, they resolved to live by themselves,
and build a city in the same place where they were in
their infancy brought up.*

They began to build, but the brothers could not
agree as to which should be the founder of the city,
or who was to give his name to it and rule it. Sc
they decided to comsult the guardian gods of the
place by means of augury, and in this way to settle
the dispute. Romulus went up on to the Palatine
Hill and Remus to the Aventine in order to make
their observations. Remus is said to have seen
six vultures and Romulus double that number;
though some declared that Remus did truly see his
number and that Romulus only pretended to see
his. Others declared that Romulus had seen the

t Plutarch: Life of Romulus.
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twelve vultures, though they had appeared after
the six seen by Remus, but that the gods undoubtedly
favoured him because to him had appeared double
the number seen by his brother. Angry words
passed between the two brothers, and then Remus

contemptuously jumping over the newly raised walls
was forthwith killed by the enraged Romulus, who ex-
claimed: “So shall it be henceforth with everyone who
leaps over my walls.” Romulus thus became sole ruler,
and the city was called after him, its founder.*

Thus, according to tradition, was Rome founded,
on the twenty-first day of April in the year 753 B.C,
and that day of their country’s birthday was kept
by ancient Rome and is still kept in Rome today as
a national holiday.

According to the earliest foundations of the city
laid bare by modern excavations, there had been in
Rome a very much older settlement than that of
Romulus. It is believed that whoever these earli-
est Romans were, they were in some way connected
with their Latin neighbours, for from the beginning
of their history the Romans spoke Latin, they wor-
shipped Latin gods, and the official titles given to
their magistrates and assemblies were all Latin.

The site of Rome possessed great natural advan-
tages. The city was surrounded by a fertile plain
with distant hills on one side of it and the sea on
the other. The first settlement was on the Palatine,
the hill in the centre of the seven hills on the Tiber,

* Livy, I, 6.
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all of which were to become part of the city. The
Palatine was a secure stronghold in itself and it was
protected by the ring of hills which surrounded it.
But these hills did not cut off the early settlement
from the river. The Palatine controlled the earliest
and best known ford across the Tiber and so not
only was access to the sea secured, but communica-
tion with the interior of Italy was open to those who
settled on this hill. Livy, the Roman historian,
said of the site of Rome:

Not without good reason did gods and men choose
this spot as the site of a City, with its bracing hills,
its commodious river, by means of which the produce
of inland countries may be brought down and inland
supplies obtained; a sea mear enough for all useful pur-
poses, but not so near as to be exposed to danger from
foreign fleets; a district in the very centre of Italy,
in a word, a position singularly adapted by nature for
the growth of a city.*

z Livy, V, 54.



CHAPTER 1V
Tae SEveEN KINGS oF ROME

753-509 B.C.
I. ROMULUS

AcCCORDING to the old Roman traditions, Rome
was ruled by kings for nearly two hundred and fifty
years. The first of these kings was Romulus, the
founder of the city. Jn order to secure a large
enough population for the new city, Romulus en-
couraged all manner of men to settle there, and he
made the city

a sanctuary of refuge for all fugitives, where they re-
ceived and protected all, delivering none back, neither
the servant to his master, the debtor to his creditor, nor
the murderer into the hands of the magistrate, saying
it was a privileged place, and they could so maintain
it by an order of the holy oracle; insomuch that the
city grew presently very populous.*

Romulus then set to work to build his city, and
he did it in what is known to have been the ancient
method of founding a settlement.

t Plutarch: Life of Romulus.
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He sent for men out of Tuscany, who directed him
by sacred usages and written rules in all the ceremonies
to be observed as in a religious rite. First they dug a
round trench about that which became the Comitium,
or Court of Assembly, and into it solemnly threw the
first-fruits of all things either good by custom or neces-
sary by nature; lastly, every man taking a small piece
of earth of the country from which he came, they all
threw it in together. Making this trench the centre.
they built the city round it. Then the founder fitted to
a plough a brazen ploughshare, and, yoking together a
bull and a cow, drove himself a deep line or furrow
round the bounds; while the business of those that
followed after was to see that whatever earth was
thrown up should be turned all inwards towards the
city. This line was to be the wall, and where they
designed to make a gate, there they took out the share,
carried the plough over, and left a space; for which
reason they consider the whole wall as holy, except
where the gates are.”

The gates were not considered holy, because things
that religion held to be unclean had sometimes to
be carried out through them.

Romulus had founded his city and peopled it
with men who were brave warriors and loyal fol-
lowers of the King, but a state in which there were
no women could not last, for there would be no
children to grow up and take the place of the found-
ers of the city. The states in the neighbourhood
of Rome belonged to the Latin League, and their
laws forbade intermarriage with other states, unless

* Plutarch: Life of Romulus.
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special treaties had been made to allowit. Romulus,
therefore,

sent envoys amongst the surrounding nations to ask
for alliance and the right of intermarriage on behalf
of his new community. It was represented that cities,
like everything else, sprang from the humblest begin-
nings, and those who were helped on by their own
courage and the favour of heaven won for themselves
great power and great renown. As to the origin of
Rome, it was well known that whilst it had received
divine assistance, courage and self-reliance were not
wanting. There should, therefore, be no reluctance for
men to mingle their blood with their fellow-men.

Nowhere did the envoys meet with a favourable re-
ception. There was a general feeling of alarm at the
power so rapidly growing in their midst,*

and insulting messages were sent back to Romulus,
telling him that if he wanted wives for his men, he
had better offer his city as a refuge for women
thieves and outcasts, for only such women were
fit to wed with his men. When these messages were
delivered, the Roman youths were very angry, and
they determined to avenge these insults and to
secure their wives by force.

To secure a favourable place and time for such an
attempt, Romulus, disguising his resentment, made
elaborate preparations for the celebration of games in
honour of Neptune. He ordered public notice of the
spectacle to be given amongst the adjoining cities, and

*Livy, I, o.
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his people supported him in making the celebration as
magnificent as their knowledge and resources allowed,
so that expectations were raised to the highest pitch.

There was a great gathering; people were eager to
see the new city, all their nearest neighbours were there,
and the whole Sabine population came, with their wives
and families. They were invited to accept hospitality
at the different houses, and after examining the situation
of the city, its walls and the large number of dwelling-
houses it included, they were astonished at the rapidity
with which the Roman state had grown.

When the hour for the games had come, and their
eyes and minds were alike riveted on the spectacle be-
fore them, the preconcerted signal was given. Romulus
rose from his seat, gathered up his robe and threw it
over his body, and the Roman youth dashed in all
directions to carry off the maidens who were present.
Alarm and consternation broke up the games, and the
parents of the maidens fled, distracted with grief, utter-
ing bitter reproaches on the violators of the laws ot
hospitality and appealing to the god to whose solemn
games they had come, only to be the victims of impious
perfidy.

The maidens were just as despondent and indignant,
but Romulus went round to them all in person, and
pointed out to them that it was all owing to the pride
of their parents in denying right of intermarriage with
their neighbours. They would live as honoured wives,
sharing in the property and civil rights of their husbands,
and would be the mothers of freemen. He begged them
to lay aside their feelings of resentment and give their
affections to those whom fortune had made masters of
their persons. They would find their husbands all the
more affectionate, because each would do his utmost, so
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far as in him lay, to make up for the loss of parents and
country.®

The Romans were successful in soothing the feelings
of the Sabine maidens, who soon settled down and
grew to love those whom they had begun by hating
and fearing.

The Latin tribes in the neighbourhood of the
Roman settlement on the Palatine did not allow it
to grow larger and stronger without opposition.
The Roman territory was invaded and there was
constant war, but the Romans proved the stronger
and during the reign of Romulus the Capitoline and
Quirinal hills became part of Rome, various tribes
became subject to her, their land was added to the
Roman territory and their inhabitants became
Roman citizens. This was the beginning of the
policy which made Rome great, for ‘‘there was
nothing that did more advance the greatness of
Rome, than that she did always unite and incorporate
those whom she conquered into herself.”?

The greatest of these wars was waged against the
Sabines. These sent ambassadors to Rome asking
for their daughters back, but Romulus refused
to return the maidens and proposed instead an alli-
ance between the Sabines and Rome. The warlike
Sabines, who were jealous of the success of Romulus,
refused to enter any alliance with him, and war
resulted. Some of the Sabine tribes were defeated
and made part of Rome, but others under their
King attacked the Roman citadel which had been

tLivy, I, 9. 2 Plutarch: Life of Romulus.
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built on the Capitoline Hill and which was called the
Capitol. This hill was almost inaccessible and it
was strongly guarded. But Tarpeia, the daughter
of the Roman captain who was in command of the
Capitol, having gone outside the fortifications to
fetch some water, was seized by the King of the
Sabines, and when she saw the rich gold bracelets
the Sabines wore, she offered, ‘‘in return for what
they had on their left arms,” to betray the citadel
into their hands. The promise was made, and that
night she opened one of the gates and admitted the
enemy. The Sabines kept their part of the prom-
ise. In their left hands they always bore their
shields, and when they had taken possession of the
Capitol, they crushed Tarpeia to death under the
weight of these heavy shields, ‘‘that her example
might be left as a warning that no faith should be
kept with traitors.”* Later generations did not
forget her base deed, for they used to cast down
malefactors from that part of the Capitol which she
had betrayed, and they called the spot the Tarpeian
Rock.

The Sabines were now in possession of the citadel.

The next day the Roman army was drawn up in
battle array over the whole of the ground between the
Palatine and the Capitoline Hill (where later the Forum
was built), and angry over the loss of the citadel, they
determined to recover it and advanced to the attack.?

But the Sabines met them and advanced with so
fierce an onslaught that the Roman line broke and
1 Livy, I, 11. 2 Livy, I, 12.
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the Romans fled to what was then the gate of the
Palatine. Even Romulus was being swept away
by the crowd of fugitives, and lifting up his hands
to heaven he exclaimed:

Jupiter, it was thy omen that I obeyed when I laid
here on the Palatine the earliest foundations of the City.
Now the Sabines hold its citadel, having bought it by
a bribe, and coming thence have seized the valley and
are pressing hitherwards in battle. Do thou, Father of
gods and men, drive hence our foes, banish terror from
Roman hearts, and stay our shameful flight! Here do
I vow a temple to thee, Jupiter Stator, as a memorial
for the generations to come that it is through thy
present help that the City has been saved.

Then, as though he-had become aware that his prayer
had been heard, he cried: ““Back, Romans! Jupiter
bids you stand and renew the battle.””* The prayer
so heartened the Romans that they regained cour-
age and their fears changed into confidence.

Both sides were about to begin fighting again,
when they were prevented by what must have been
the strangest sight they had ever seen.

For the Sabine women, whose wrongs had led to the
war, throwing off all womanish fears, in their distress
went boldly into the midst of the battle, with dishevelled
hair and rent garments. Running across the space be-
tween the two armies, they tried to stop any further
fighting and calm the excited passions, by appealing to
their fathers in the one army and their husbands in
the other not to bring upon themselves a curse by stain-

1 Livy, I, 12,



28 BOOK OF THE ANCIENT ROMANS

ing their hands with the blood of a father-in-law or a
son-in-law. “If,” they cried, “you are weary of these
ties of kindred, these marriage-bonds, then turn your
anger upon us; it is we who are the cause of the war,
it is we who have wounded and slain our husbands and
fathers. Better for us to perish than live without one
or the other of you, as widows or as orphans.” The
armies and their leaders were alike moved by this ap-
peal, and there was a sudden hush and silence in both
the hosts.”

The appeal of the women was heard, and a truce
was made whilst the leaders discussed the terms of a
treaty.

The women, in the meantime, brought and presented
their husbands and children to their fathers and brothers;
gave those that wanted meat and drink, and carried the
wounded home to be cured, and showed also how much
they governed within doors and how indulgent their
husbands were to them.?

Conditions of peace were soon agreed upon. The
women were to be free to stay where they were if
they chose, but they were to be exempt from all
drudgery and labour, except that of spinning wool;
the two nations were to be united in one state; the
royal power was to be shared between Romulus
and Tatius, King of the Sabines; and the seat of
government for both nations was to be Rome.

For five years Romulus and Tatius ruled together,
then, Tatius having been slain by an enemy, Rom-

tLivy, I, 13. 2 Plutarch: Life of Romulus.
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ulus ruled alone. Both in his wars and in his wise
rule in time of peace, Romulus so strengthened the
power of Rome, that the city was able ‘‘to enjoy an
assured peace for forty years after his departure.”*
Romulus was regarded by all who came after him as
‘‘a god, the son of a god, the King and Father of
the City of Rome,” and it was believed that he had
never tasted death like an ordinary mortal, but had
been taken by the gods while still alive to dwell with
them. For on a day when he was speaking to the
people without the city

on a sudden, strange and unaccountable disorders and
alterations took place in the air; the face of the sun was
darkened, and the day turned into night, and a great
tempest arose, during which the people dispersed and
fled, but the Senators kept close together. The tempest
being over, and the light breaking out, when the people
gathered together again, they missed and enquired for
their King; the Senators suffered them not to search or
busy themselves about the matter, but commanded them
$0 honour and worship Romulus as one taken up to the
gods.?

Some of the people believed this, but others accused
the Senators of having taken the life of the King.
These suspicions were, however, laid to rest by one
of the elders, whose word had great weight in all
matters. He came before the people a few days
later and said to them:

At the break of dawn today, the Father of this City
suddenly descended from heaven and appeared to me.,
t Livy, I, 16, 2 Plutarch: Life of Romulus.
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Whilst, thrilled with awe, I stood rapt before him in
deepest reverence, praying that I might be pardoned
for gazing upon him, “Go,” said he, “tell the Romans
that it is the will of heaven that my Rome should be the.
head of all the world. Let them henceforth cultivate
the arts of war, and let them know assuredly, and hand
down the knowledge to posterity, that no human might
can withstand the arms of Rome.”’*

Great credence was given to this man'’s story, and the
grief of the people was soothed by this belief in the
divinity and immortality of Romulus. “It was in
the fifty-fourth year of his age and the thirty-eighth
of his reign that Romulus, they tell us, left the
world.” 2

II. NUMA POMPILIUS

After the death of Romulus, a year went by before
a successor to him was elected. Rome was still a
young state, and there was no family sufficiently
important to take the lead, but the two nations, the
Romans and the Sabines, united by Romulus, were
jealous of each other, and at first it seemed as if
neither would be willing to be ruled by a King from
the other. At last the Senators, the elders who ad-
vised the King,

began to grow apprehensive of some aggressive act on
the part of the surrounding states, now that the City
was without a central authority and the army without
a general. They decided that there must be some head

t Livy, I, 16. * Plutarch: Life of Romulus.
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of the state, but no one could make up his mind to con-
cede the dignity to anyone else.*

So they arranged for what was called an interregnum,
during which time the Senators ruled in turn. But
the Roman people did not like this, and they com-
plained that instead of one master they had a hun-
dred. The Senators realized that there was a grow-
ing determination amongst the people to elect their
own King, and so they decided to give to the people
freely what otherwise would be taken by force if
they delayed, but they did it

in such a way that they did not give away more privilege
than they retained. For they passed a decree that
when the people had chosen a King his election would
only be valid after the Senate had ratified it by their
authority. The Assembly of the people was called to-
gether and one of the Senators addressed it as follows:
“Elect your King, and may heaven’s blessing rest on
your labours! If you elect one who shall be worthy
to follow Romulus, the Senate will ratify your choice.”

There was living, in those days, in one of the Sabine
cities, a man of renowned justice and piety, Numa
Pompilius, a man whose temperament and training had
been moulded by the rigorous and austere discipline
of the ancient Sabines, which was the purest type of
any that existed in the old days.?

It was determined by both Romans and Sabines that
this was the man best fitted to rule, and ambassa-
dors from Rome went to him and asked him to be

tLivy, I, 17. 2 Livy, I, 17-18.
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King. To their surprise, he not only did not accept
at once, but he required a great deal of persuasion,
as he was unwilling to leave his quiet and peaceful
life for an office for which he did not consider him-
self fitted.

At length his father and one of his kinsmen, taking
him aside, persuaded him to accept a gift so noble ia
jtself, and tendered to him rather from heaven than
from men. “Though,” they said, “you neither desire
riches, being content with what you have, nor count the
fame of authority as having the already more valuable
fame of virtue, yet you will consider that government
itself is a service of God, who now calls out into action
your qualities of justice and wisdom, which were not
meant to be left useless and unemployed. Cease, there-
fore, to avoid and turn your back upon an office which,
to a wise man, is a field for great and honourable actions,
for the magnificent worship of the gods, and for the in-
troduction of habits of piety, which authority alone can
effect amongst a people.”*

Numa heeded this appeal to the duty of his accept-
ing such a trust as was placed before him, and after
offering sacrifices to the gods he returned with the
ambassadors to Rome. Headed by the Senate, the
people came out to meet him and he was received
with great joy. But he refused to wear the robes of
office until it should be made clear that it was the
will of the gods that he should be King. He was led
up to the Capitol, where the chief of the augurs
laid his hand upon his head and offered this prayer:

* Plutarch: Life of Numa Pompilius.
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“‘Rather Jupiter, if it be heaven’s will that this Numa
Pompilius, whose head I hold, should be King of
Rome, do thou signify it to us by sure signs.”:
In silence and devotion the assembled people stood
below in the Forum. Then, even as the prayer went
up to Jupiter, they saw the auspicious birds flying
across the sky, whereupon ‘‘Numa, taking upon him
the royal robes, descended from the hill to the
people, by whom he was recognized and congratu-
lated with shouts and acclamations of welcome, as a
holy King, and beloved of all the gods.”?

Having in this way been made King, Numa set
to work to show the Romans that peace was better
than war. The first inhabitants of the city had
been men of a daring and warlike spirit, who had
seen the state grow stronger and larger by warfare.
Numa determined to show them that peace tended
equally to prosperity. He built a temple to Janus,
a legendary hero, half-god and half-king, who was
said to have spent his life in raising mankind from
brutal and savage customs to a more civilized man-
ner of life, for which reason he is depicted ‘‘with
two faces, to represent the two states and conditions
out of the one of which he brought mankind, to
lead them into the other.”® When the gates of
the temple of Janus were closed, it signified that
Rome and all the surrounding nations were at peace;
when they were open, it meant that the state was
at war.

t Livy, I, 18,

32 Plutarch: Life of Numa Pompilius.
3 Ibid.
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During the reign of Numa, those gates were never
seen open a single day, but continued constantly shut
for a space of forty-three years together; such an entire
and universal cessation of war existed.”

But only twice again in the later history of Rome
were the gates of this temple closed, so seldom was
the state at peace.

Numa loved peace, but he knew that occasions
would arise when there would be disputes that must
in some way or other be settled. In order to make
it possible to settle such disputes without going to
war, Numa instituted an order of

guardians of the peace, whose duty it was to put a
stop to disputes by conference and speech; for it was
not allowed to take up arms until they had declared all
hopes of accommodation to be at an end.?

Numa has been called the founder of Roman
religion. He desired that the people

should apply their minds to religion as to a most serious
business, and that they should make their prayers to
the gods, not by the way and as it were in a hurty, or
when they had other things to do, but with time and
leisure to attend to it.3

Numa made laws concerning the appointment of
the priests, and all the regulations bearing on reli-
gious matters were written down and placed in the
hands of the chief priest, the Pontifex Maximus.

* Plutarch: Life of Numa Pompilius. 2Tbid. 3 Ibid.
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Numa also instituted the order of the Vestal Virgins,
the priestesses of the goddess Vesta, whose duty it
was to see that the sacred fire was always kept
burning.*

Another of the reforms of Numa was the making
of a new calendar, not, we are told, ‘‘with absolute
exactness, yet not without some scientific know-
ledge,”’* and he divided the year into twelve lunar
months, some of which to this day bear the names
given them by this ancient Roman King.

In order to encourage the people as much as pos-
sible in the arts of peace, Numa divided the land
that had been conquered by Romulus amongst all
the poorer people, and encouraged them to culti-
vate it well, for he believed that nothing would
give such a keen wish for peace as agriculture and
a country life. He valued such a life far more for its
influence on the character of men than for any
wealth or profit it might bring.

After the union of the Sabines with Rome, the
people, whilst all being part of Rome, had, never-
theless, thought of themselves as either Romans or
Sabines and there had been a good deal of rivalry
and jealousy between the two. To do away with
this, Numa divided the people by their trades into
companies or guilds. He formed the companies
of musicians, goldsmiths, carpenters, dyers, shoe-
makers, skinners, braziers and potters; and all
the other trades he united in one guild. Each guild
had its own place of meeting and worshipped its own
gods. In this way the old distinctions fell out of

1 See p. 128. 2 Plutarch: Lefe of Numa Pompilius.
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use, and through the guilds much greater harmony
amongst the people prevailed.

It was not only the Romans who were influenced
by the mild and peace-loving Numa.

but even the mneighbouring cities, as if some healthful
and gentle air had blown from Rome upon them, began
to experience a change of feeling, and partook of the
general longing for the delights of peace and order, and
for life employed in the quiet tillage of soil, bringing up
of children and worship of the gods. Festival days and
cports, and the secure and peaceful interchange of
friendly visits and hospitality prevailed all through
Italy, The love of virtue and justice flowed from
Numa’s wisdom as from a fountain, and the serenity
of his spirit diffused itself, like a calm, on all sides.*

Numa lived to be more than eighty years old,
and we are told that he died gently and peacefully
of old age. All the neighbouring states did him
honour at his funeral, showing by the presence of
their ambassadors that they were living in peace
and friendship with Rome.

These first two kings of Rome had each in a
different way advanced the greatness of the state.
Both by the lessons of war and by the arts of peace
Rome had become strong and disciplined.

III. TULLUS HOSTILIUS

Numa Pompilius was a Sabine, the first King had
been a Roman. Tullus Hostilius, the grandson of a

* Plutarch: Life of Numa Pompilius.,
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Roman who had fought with great valour in the war
against the Sabines in the reign of Romulus, was
now

chosen King by the people and their choice was con-
firmed by the Senate. He was not only unlike the last
King, but he was a man of more warlike spirit even than
Romulus, and his ambition was kindled by his own
youthful energy and by the great achievements of his
grandfather. Convinced that the vigour of the state
was becoming enfeebled through inaction, he looked all
round for a pretext for getting up a war.*

Such a pretext was not very difficult to find. It
was a warlike period, in spite of the long years of
peace during the reign of the gentle Numa, and a
quarrel was easily made with Alba Longa. It hap-
pened that Roman peasants at that time were in
the habit of carrying off plunder from the Alban
territory, and the Albans from Roman territory.
Both sides sent envoys at almost the same time to
demand redress, but Tullus was determined on
action, and he brought it about that his demands
were refused, upon which he declared that he had
just cause for war.

Both sides prepared for what was almost like a
civil war, for the Romans and Albans were of kin,
and both could claim Aeneas as a common ances-
tor. Now there happened to be in each of the
armies three brothers, fairly matched in years and
strength, and the Kings suggested to them that
they should each fight on behalf of their country, the

* Livy, I, 22.
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tnree Horatii for Rome, and the three Curiatii for
the Albans, and that the country of whichever side
prevailed should receive the submission of the
other. They consented; time and place were fixed,
and the six combatants armed themselves. They
were greeted with shouts of encouragement from
their comrades, who reminded them that their
fathers’ gods, their fatherland, their fathers, every
fellow-citizen, every fellow-soldier, were now watch-
ing their fight. The signal was given, and with
plifted swords the six youths charged at each other.
Not one of them thought of his own danger, their
sole thought was for their country, their one anxiety
that they were deciding its future fortunes. At first
neither side seemed to be gaining any advantage,
but the fight was so fierce, that soon two of the
Romans fell dead, and all three Albans were
wounded. Horatius was now left alone, one man
against three. He was not wounded, and though he
knew he was not a match against the three together,
he felt sure of victory, could he but fight each sep-
arately. So he feigned flight and ran some dis-
tance from the spot where they had been fighting.
The Albans pursued him, but they were wounded,
and could only come up with him one after the
other. Horatius fought with each in turn and slew
all three. Great then was the triumph of the Ro-
mans, for instead of Rome submitting to her neigh-
bour, Alba Longa would now fall under Roman
rule.

The Roman army now marched back to Rome,
with Horatius at its head, bearing the spoils, the
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weapons and cloaks of the enemy. Horatia, the
sister of Horatius, had been betrothed to one of the
Curiatii. With other Roman women she cameout
of the gates of the city to greet her brother on his
victorious return, but when she saw him wearing on
his shoulders the cloak of her betrothed which she
had made with her own hands, she burst into tears
and tore her hair, calling on her dead lover by name.
The triumphant soldier was so enraged by his sis-
ter’s outburst of grief in the midst of his own tri-
umph and public rejoicing, that he drew his sword
and ran it through her body, saying as he did so:
““‘So perish every Roman woman who mourns an
enemy!”

The people were horrified at this deed and Hora-
tius was brought before the King for trial. The cus-
tom required that he should be put to death for the
murder of the maiden, but the father of Horatius
interfered to save his life. He declared that his
daughter had been_justly slain, that if it had not
been so, using the authority given to him as a father,
he would himself have punished his son.* Then he
implored the judges not to bereave him of all his
children, and pointing to the spoils of the Curiatii,
he said to the people, ‘‘Can you bear to see bound and
scourged and tortured beneath the gallows the man
whom you saw, lately, coming in triumph adorned
with his foemen'’s spoils?”” The young soldier bore
himself with great courage and was ready to meet
whatever it was decreed should befall him. His
bravery and his father’s tears were too much for

1 See p. 57.
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the people, and they acquitted him. But it was
because they admired his bravery rather than
because they considered his cause a just one. To
make atonement for the deed of his son, the father
offered many sacrifices to the gods.*

The Albans were now subject to Rome, but they
did not keep the peace, and at last Tullus decided
that Alba Longa should be destroyed and its inhab-
itants removed to Rome. He announced his inten-
tion in these words:

I shall take a course which will bring good fortune
and happiness to the Roman people and myself, and to
you, Albans; it is my intention to transfer the entire
Alban population to Rome, to give the rights of citizen-
ship to the plebeians, and enroll the nobles in the
Senate, and to make one City, one State. As formerly
the Alban state was broken up into two nations, so now
let it once more become one.

In grief and sorrow the Albans left their city, seiz-
ing hastily what they could carry and leaving behind
their hearths and household gods and the homes
in which they had been born and brought up.

When the Albans had left their city, the Romans
levelled to the ground all the public and private build-
ings in every direction, and a single hour gave over to
destruction and ruin the work of those four centuries
during which Alba had staod. The temples of the gods,
however, were spared in accordance with the King’s
proclamation.

tFrom Livy, I, 24-26.
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The fall of Alba led to the growth of Rome. The
number of citizens was doubled, the Caelian Hill was
included in the city, and that it might become more
populated, Tullus chose it for the site of his palace, and
for the future lived there.*

Alba Longa had been the chief city in the Latin
League. After the Roman conquest of the city,
Rome began to gain supremacy in the League, by
which her power was greatly increased.

Tradition tells that after other wars, Tullus at-
tempted to appease the anger of Jupiter, which he
had incurred by his neglect of all sacred things, by
certain sacrificial rites. But the King had so long
neglected all religious observances, that he

marred these rites by omissions and mistakes. Not
only was no sign from heaven vouchsafed to him, but
the anger of Jupiter was roused by the false worship
rendered to him, and he burnt up the King and his house
by a stroke of lightning.

Tullus had achieved great remown in war and had
reigned for two and thirty years.?

IV. ANCUS MARTIUS

On the death of Tullus, the people chose Ancus
Martius, the grandson of Numa, to be King, and the
Senate approved the choice. Ancus knew that great
as had been some of the achievements of Tullus, he
had neglected the religion of his country, and so he
determined that Rome should once more carry out

* Livy, I, 29-30. 2Tbid., 31.
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all the religious observances as had been done in
the days of Numa. The Latin states, with whom
Tullus had made a treaty, thought that Ancus was
30 much occupied with these matters that he would
not fight, and so they planned to attack Rome.
Now Ancus believed that peace had been the great
need for Rome in the days of Numa, but he saw
that it would no: “e possible to preserve that peace
unbroken in his own time. He set out with an army
and defeated his enemies and took their city. Fol-
lowing the custom of th: earlier kings who had en-
larged the state by receiving its enemies into Roman
sitizenship, he transferred the whole of the popu-
lation to Rome. The Palatine had been settled
by the earliest Romans, the Sabines had occupied
the Capitoline Hill with the citadel on one side of
the Palatine, and the Albans the Caelian Hill on the
other; the Aventine was now assigned to the new-
comers. With all this increase of population in
Rome, there was also an increase of wrong-doing and
many secret crimes were committed. To overcome
this growing lawlessness, a prison was built in the
heart of the city overlooking the Forum.

Ancus Martius also brought the Janiculum into
the city boundaries, not because the space was
wanted, but to prevent such a strong position from
being occupied by an enemy. This hill was con-
nected with the city by a bridge for the convenience
of traffic. This was the first bridge built over the
Tiber and was known as the Pons Sublicius, the
Bridge of the Wooden Piles. Strict laws were
passed concerning the building of this bridge; no
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iron of any kind was to be used in its construction
or in its repair, and the beams were to be so placed
as to be easily and quickly removed in the event of
the approach of an enemy.

The additions made by Ancus Martius were not
confined to the city. He extended the Roman
dominion to the sea, and built the port of Ostia at
the mouth of the Tiber.

The reign of Ancus lasted for twenty-four years
and his deeds, we are told, both in the field and at
home, were equal to any of those of the Kings who
had reigned before him.*

V. LUCIUS TARQUINIUS PRISCUS

During the reign of Ancus, there came to Rome
from Etruria, Lucius Tarquinius Priscus, a wealthy
and ambitious man. He was not himself an Etrus-
can by birth, but he had married Tanaquil who
belonged to one of the foremost families in Etruria.
Rome was still a young state where nobility was
won by personal merit, and both Tarquin and Tana-
quil felt that there would be more room in Rome
for a man of courage and energy than in the older
state of Etruria. They said to each other that
even the Kings of Rome had not always been Ro-
mans. Numa had been a Sabine, and Ancus Mar-
tius was only Roman on his father’s side. If Sabines
could rule in Rome, why not perhaps some day an
Etruscan? So they packed up their belongings and
removed to Rome.

* Livy, I, 33.
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They had got as far as the Janiculum, when a hover-
ing eagle swooped gently down and took off the cap of
Tarquin as he was sitting by his wife’s side in the car-
riage, then circling round the vehicle with loud cries,
as though commissioned by heaven for this service, re-
placed it carefully upon his head and soared away. It
is said that Tanaquil, who, like most Etruscans, was
expert at interpreting heavenly omens, was delighted and
bade her husband look for a high and great destiny, for
such was the meaning of the eagle’s appearance.

Full of hopes they entered the city. The fact that
Tarquin was a stranger and a wealthy one, brought him
into notice, and by his courteous demeanour, his lavish
hospitality, and many acts of kindness he won all whom
it was in his power to win, until his reputation reached
even the palace. Once introduced to the King’s notice,
he soon succeeded in getting on to such familiar terms
that he was consulted in matters of state, as much as
in private matters. At last, after passing every test
of character and ability, he was actually appointed by
the King’s will guardian to his children.®

When Ancus died, his sons had almost reached
manhood. This made Tarquin all the more anxious
that the election of the new King should be held as
soon as possible, and when the day had been fixed, he
arranged that the two sons of Ancus should be out
of the way on a long hunting expedition. Tarquin
is said to have been the first who actually canvassed
for the crown, and he delivered a long speech to
secure the interest of the people. He pointed out
to them that it was not a new thing for a foreigner

* Livy, I, 34.
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to become King. The Sabine Tatius had not only
not been a Roman, but he had once been even the
enemy of Rome, and Numa was an entire stranger to
the city when he was called to the throne. He then
went on to say that he had chosen Rome as his
home, and that he had lived there as a grown man
for a longer period than he had lived in his own coun-
try, that he knew the laws of Rome and all her civil
and religious ceremonies. He so roused the enthu-
siasm of the Roman people that they unanimously
elected him King.

Tarquin continued the warlike policy of the
Kings before him and gained great victories over
both the Latins and the Sabines. After one of his
campaigns a quantity of rich plunder was brought
to Rome, and to celebrate his victory Tarquin
determined to hold more splendid Games and on a
much larger scale than any that had taken place
in Rome before. Then for the first time a space was
marked for what was known afterwards as the Circus
Maximus. Spots were allotted to the patricians
where they could build for themselves stands from
which to view the Games. The contests were
horse-racing and boxing, the horses and boxers
having mostly come from Etruria.* Games were
at first only held on special occasions, but they soon
became an annual event and were called sometimes
the Roman, and sometimes the Great Games.

When Tarquin had brought his wars to an erd,
he began to improve the city, and we are told that
he kept the people so busy with his new buildings

tLivy, I, 35.
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that they had no more quiet at home than they had
in the field. He drained the Forum and the low-
lying parts of the city near it, and built a great
sewer called the Cloaca Maxima to carry off the
water into the Tiber. He divided the ground
round the Forum into building sites, and arcades
and shops were built, but above all, he began a great
Temple to Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill.

Now about this time a strange incident took
place.

It is said that whilst Servius Tullius, a slave boy
living in the palace, lay asleep, his head was suddenly
seen by some who were standing by, to be surrounded by
flames. The cry which broke out at such a sight aroused
the royal family, and when one of the servants was
bringing water to quench the flames, the Queen stopped
him, and after calming the excitement forbade the boy
to be disturbed until he woke of his own accord. Pres-
ently he did so, and the flames disappeared. Then
Tanaquil took her husband aside and said to him, “Do
you see this boy, whom we are bringing up in such a
humble style? You may be certain that he will one day
be a light to us in trouble and perplexity and a pro-
tection to our house. Let us henceforth bring him up
with all care and indulgence, one who will be the source
of glory to the state and ourselves.” From this time
the boy began to be treated as their child and trained
in all those arts by which a man’s character is formed for
high office. The youth turned out to be of a truly
kingly disposition and when search was made for a son-
in-law to Tarquin, none of the Roman youths could be
compared with him in any respect, so the King betrothed
his daughter to him.
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When Tarquin had been about thirty-eight years on
the throne, Servius Tullius was held in by far the highest
esteem of anyone, not only with the King but also with
the patricians and the commons. Now the two sons
of Ancus had always felt it most keenly that they had
lost the throne through the treachery of their guardian.
They were not only angry that Rome should be governed
by one who was as great a foreigner as Tarquin, but
still more so that after his death the crown would de-
scend to a slave—that crown which Romulus, the off-
spring of a god, and himself a god, had worn whilst he
was on earth, was now to be the possession of a slave,
born a hundred years later! They felt that such a
thing would be a disgrace to the whole Roman nation,
and they determined, therefore, to repel that insult by
the sword. But it was on Tarquin rather than on
Servius that they sought to avenge their wrongs, for
they knew that if Servius were killed, the King would
still make anyone he chose heir to the crown.*

The sons of Ancus formed their plot and hired two
shepherds to assassinate the King. But the blow
did not kill the King on the spot, though he was
mortally wounded. As he lay dying, Tanaquil,
the Queen, sent for Servius, and taking hii: by the
hand, she showed him the dying King and seaid to
him:

The throne is yours, Servius, if you are a man; it
does not belong to those who have, through the hands
of others, wrought this worst of crimes. Follow the
guidance of the gods, who by the sacred fire foretold
your greatness. Rouse yourself, and follow my counsels.

x Liv}’. I’ 39—40'
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Tanaquil then caused the doors of the palace to be
closed, after which she appeared to the people at
a window. She bade them not despair, the King
was not dead, only stunned; he had already recov-
ered some consciousness and it was his will that
Servius Tullius should rule in his place until he
were able to do it himself once more. So for several
days Servius ruled, sitting in the royal chair and
administering justice.

At length sounds of mourning arose in the pal-
ace, and it could no longer be hidden from the
people that the King was dead. Servius, protected
by a strong bodyguard, now publicly took posses-
sion of the throne. No one opposed him, the sons
of Ancus withdrew into exile, and Servius Tullius
became King. He was the first to ascend the throne
without being elected by the people, but the Sen-
ate made no opposition and he was recognized by
everyone as King.

VI. SERVIUS TULLIUS

Servius Tullius began his reign by a work of the
gieatest importance. Just as Numa had been the
author of religious laws and institutions, so Servius
is remembered as having divided the inhabitants
of the state into divisions according to the wealth
each man possessed. In ancient times every able-
bodied man was expected to serve in the army, but
as the soldier had to provide all his own armour and
weapons, Servius divided the state into five classes
according to the kind of armour and weapons that
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each could be expected to provide. The army thus
formed was divided into groups of a hundred men,
called Centuries, and gradually these Centuries
acquired the powers of the old assembly called the
Comitia Curiata* and became a voting body called
the Comitia Centuriate. Summoned by the sound
of a trumpet, the Centuries used to meet in this
assembly outside the walls of the city in the Campus
Martius, or Field of Mars. In order to find out
exactly who were the inhabitants of the city, Servius
instituted the census, which was taken every five
years, and from the census the classes and the
centuries were formed.

Servius Tullius then enlarged the city. He added
the two other of the hills which encircled the Pal-
atine, the Viminal and the Esquiline, and he enclosed
the whole city, which had now become the City of
the Seven Hills, by a wall, parts of which are still
standing.

Servius next entered into friendly relations with
his neighbours, especially with the Latin nations.
He made a treaty of peace with them and built a
temple to Diana on the Aventine in honour of the
treaty, and the Latins now definitely acknowledged
that Rome was the head of Latium.

After a long and honourable reign Servius had
gained a firm hold on the kingdom and was much
beloved by the people. He had two daughters who
had married two young Tarquins, the sons of Tar-
quinius Priscus, and it came to the ears of Servius
that one of these Tarquins, Lucius, was saying that

1 See p. 57.
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he was reigning without the consent of the people.
In order to be sure of their good-will, Servius gave
to each man amongst the people a piece of land
that had come to Rome by conquest, and then he
put to them the question whether it was their will
that he should reign. The result of his enquiry was
that he was recognized by a more unanimous vote
than had been given before to any other King. But
this did not satisfy the ambition of Lucius Tarquin,
who aimed at nothing less than being King himself.
In this he was aided by his wife, Tullia the daughter
of Servius, a very wicked woman. He and Tullia
plotted wickedly together and one day, accompan-
ied by armed men, Tarquin entered the Forum
and before anyone could stop him, seated himself in
the royal chair in the Senate House, and ordered the
Senators to be summoned ‘into the presence of King
Tarquin.” Servius, who had been hastily sent for,
arrived on the scene while Tarquin was ~peaking,
and when he saw him in the royal seat and heard
his insolent words, he exclaimed in loud tones:
“What is the meaning of this? Hcw dare you with
such insolence summon the Senate or sit in that
chair whilst I am alive?” Tarquin replied in insult-
ing words that he was occupying his father’s seat,
and that as a King’s son he had more right to it than
one who was a slave. A great tumult arose upon
this, everyone present taking the side of either
Tarquin or the King. In the midst of the confusion
Tarquin seized Servius in his arms, and being a
younger and a stronger man, carried him out of the
Senate House and flung him down the steps into the
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Forum below. The friends of the King fled, and
Servius, already half dead from terror and violence,
was put to death by men whom Tarquin sent after
him.

It was believed that all this was done at the sug-
gestion of Tullia, and these were deeds quite in keep-
ing with her general wickedness. It is known that
just as her father had been so cruelly murdered,
she drove down to the Forum in a two-wheeled
chariot, and was the first to greet her husband as
King as he came out of the Senate House. He told
her to leave such a scene of tumult and violence, and
she was departing, when she saw the body of her
father lying before her in the road. In rage and
anger she filled up the measure of her wickedness by
ordering her charioteer to drive the chariot right over
her father's body.

Servius Tullius had reigned for forty-four years,
and even a wise and good successor would have
found it difficult to fill the throne as he had done.
His rule had been moderate and gentle and the
glory of his reign was all the greater, because with
him perished all just and lawful kingship in Rome.*

VII. TARQUINIUS SUPERBUS

Lucius Tarquin, called Tarquin the Proud, now
began to reign.

He had dome nothing whatever to make good his
claim to the crown except actual violence; he was reign-

t Livy, I, 46-48,
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ing without either being elected by the people, or con-
firmed by the Senate. He was the first of the Kings
to break through the traditional custom of consulting
the Senate on all questions, the first to conduct the
government on the advice of his palace favourites.
War, peace, treaties, alliances, were made or broken
by him, just as he thought good, without any authority
from either people or Senate.*

Tarquin the Proud was cruel and oppressive, and he
ruled as a tyrant, but he was successful in war and
made the power of Rome greatly respected.

One day, when Tarquin was at the height of his
power, a strange old woman, unknown to any of
those who surrounded the King, came before him,
and offered to sell him nine books, which she said
were sacred because certain oracles concerning
Rome were written in them. She asked so large
a sum of money for them, that the King asked her
if she were mad. For answer, she burnt three of
the books in the King’s presence, and then offered
him the remaining six for the same price. Again
the King ridiculed her offer and refused to buy the
books. Whereupon the old woman placed three
more upon the fire, and then offered the King the
last three, still at the same price. Impressed by
her strange deeds, the King bought the three remain-
ing books, and the old woman departed with the
money and was seen no more. It was found that
these books did indeed contain certain oracles con-
cerning Rome, and that the old woman was the
Wise Woman, or Sibyl, of Cumae. The books were

tLivy, 1, 4¢.
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called the Sibylline books and were counted as
some of Rome’s greatest treasures.

Tarquin the Proud became more and more tyran-
nical and was hated and feared by everyone. He
was so wicked that the thought of the gods and of
how they might perhaps punish him often filled
even him with anxiety. One day a strange sign
appeared in the palace, for a snake glided out of a
wooden column. Tarquin was so frightened that
he decided to send two of his sons to Delphi to ask
the oracle for the meaning of this sign. Their
kinsman, Lucius Junius Brutus, went with them.
The young men had not only their father’s busi-
ness to attend to, but also an enquiry of their own
that they wished to make. They asked Apollo which
of them should reign in Rome after the death of
Tarquin. The answer came at once: ‘“Whichever of
you young men shall be the first to kiss his mother,
he shall hold supreme sway in Rome.” The two
brothers then drew lots as to which should be the
first to kiss their mother on their return to Rome.
But Brutus saw another meaning in the words, and
pretending to stumble, he bent and kissed the
ground, for, he said, the earth is the mother of us all.

Soon after the return of the two brothers from
Delphi they were with Sextus, the third son of Tar-
quin, who had not gone with them to the oracle,
and their cousin Collatinus in camp. At a wine-
party given in their leisure hours, the conversation
turning upon their wives, each began to praise his
own and to say how much better a wife she was
than the others.
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As the dispute became warm, Collatinus said that
there was no need of words, for it could in a few hours
be ascertained how far his Lucretia was superior to all
the rest. “Why do we not,” he exclaimed, ‘“‘mount
our horses and pay our wives a visit and find out their
characters on the spot? What we see of the behaviour
of each on the unexpected arrival of her husband, let
that be the surest test.” They all shouted, ‘“Good!
Come on!” Setting spur to their horses they galloped
off to Rome where they arrived as darkness was begin-
ning to close in. They found the King’s daughters-in-
law passing their time in feasting and luxury with their
acquaintances, but they found Lucretia very differently
employed. She was sitting at her wool-work in the
hall, late at night, with her maids busy round her. So
the palm in this competition was awarded to Lucretia.®

Sextus was as wicked as his father, and not long
after he so gravely insulted Lucretia that she called
upon her father and her husband to avenge her, and
then in grief and shame she plunged a knife into
her heart. Hearing of this, Brutus stepped out
before those who were present when the dreadful
story was told and said:

I swear, and you, O gods, I call to witness, that I will
drive hence Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, together with
his wicked wife and his whole family, with fire and sword
and every means in my power, and I will not suffer them
or anyone else to reign in Rome.

He then went down into the Forum where a crowd
collected round him. Everyone had his own com-

* Livy, I, 57.
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plaint to make of the wickedness of the royal house,
and Brutus soon found himself at the head of an
armed band. They closed the gates of the city and
a decree of banishment was passed against Tar-
quin, his children and all his race. Tarquin went
into exile amongst the Etruscans and his sons fol-
lowed him.

In this way the Tarquins were expelled, and
monarchy in Rome came to an end.

Lucius Tarquinius Superbus had reigned for twenty-
five years. The whole duration of the kingly govern-
ment from the foundation of the City to the expulsion
of the last Kings was two hundred and forty-four years.
Rome now became a Republic, and two Consuls were
elected in the Comitia Centuriata. These Consuls were
Lucius Junius Br=tus and Lucius Tarquinius Collatinus.*

* Livy, 1, 60.



CHAPTER V

RoMAN Sociery IN THE DAyvs or THE KINGS

Roman Republic in 509 B.C., about two hundred aud
fifty years after the traditional founding of Romnte,
that we know very much of which we can be his-
torically certain about Roman society and govern-
ment. The chief authority for this period is Livy,
who lived in the latter part of the last century B.C.
long after the events he narrates had taken place.
He himself says of this period of the Kings:

It is not until the establishment of the \'e%r}y

The facts were obscure, dim as events seen irom afar.
This was the result of their antiquity. But also in
those times written records were extremely rare, and
they alone can be trusted to preserve faithfully the
memory of events.

But it was during this period of the Kingdom that

the customs and usages which prevailed later were

developed, and though we do not know very much, a

few things stand out of which we may be certain.
To the early Roman the most sacred and the

most important of all human institutions was the

Family. The Father was the head of the Family,

56
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and his word was law over all the members of his
household. He could exercise the power of life
and death over his sons, and if he chose, he might
even sell them into slavery. A group of Families,
each of which was descended from a common ances-
tor, was called a Gens, and several of these groups
bound together by common interests, common fes-
tivals, a common hearth and the worship of the same
god formed a Curia. Ten Curiae made a Tribe, and
three Tribes formed the early Roman state. But
the Tribe did not last very long as a political divi-
sion of the people, and it was the Curia that became
of much greater importance, for the thirty Curiae
included all the freemen of the early state. These
freemen were supposed to be descended from the
leading families in the small communities which had
existed before Rome became a single state. As
time went on and the state grew larger, these men
claimed privileges for themselves because of their
birth and position, and they were given the name
of patricians, the paires or Fathers of the state.
They sat in an assembly called the Comitia Curi-
ate. It was they who elected the King, who on
his part chose a Senate of three hundred men to
advise him, and whose business it would be to rat-
ify the elections made by the Comitia Curiata.

The King was the chief priest, the chief ruler, and
the chief general of the Roman people. As chief
priest it was his duty to preserve peace and harmony
between the city and the gods who watched over it.
It was believed that Jupiter revealed his will by the
sending of certain omens, by thunder and lightning



58 BOOK OF THE ANCIENT ROMANS -

and in the flight of birds. These omens were called
the auspices and those who interpreted them the
augurs. The college of augurs was held in such
honour that nothing was undertaken in peace or war
without its sanction; the Comitia Curiata, all mat-
ters of the highest importance were suspended or
broken up if the omen of the birds was unfavourable.
The college of the augurs was responsible for the
interpretation of the auspices, and the college of
the priests or pontiffs for settling which days were
to be held sacred and to decide any difficult religious
question that arose. In Egypt, where they had very
similar duties to perform, the priests sometimes be-
came more important than the King, but in Rome,
the chief of the college of priests, the Pontifex
Maximus, was often the King himself, and it was
the King who was usually the Chief Augur.

The King was also the chief ruler, and though in
theory the Senate was there to advise and the
Comitia Curiata to ratify or reject his decisions, in
practice he had almost unlimited power. This royal
power was called the imperium, a word which in
various forms still survives today. To the Roman,
this word imperium meant discipline and order in the
state; it stood for the firm Roman conviction that
when lawful authority had been entrusted to an in-
dividual by the members of a state, that authority
must be absolutely obeyed. The early Roman
method of electing a King ensured that every care
would be taken to elect the right man, but when
once elected and acknowledged as King by the
people, his power was absolute. The outward sym-
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bols of this smperium were the rods borne before the
King whenever he appeared in public by twelve
attendants called lictors. Each lictor carried a
bundle of rods called the fasces in the centre of which
was an axe, the symbol of the royal power over the
life and death of his subjects. The lictors with their
rods were introduced by the Etruscan Kings, who
had also brought with them to Rome the other in-
signia. of the kingly power: the gold crown, the
ivory sceptre, the ivory throne called the curule
chair, and the white robe with purple border.

The patricians were the most important people
in the early Roman kingdom, but they were not the
only inhabitants of Rome. The patricians were
those who belonged to the ancient noble families,
but there were also large numbers of people of lower
rank. These were the descendants of those who
had settled in Rome later than the patrician fam-
ilies, and they were called plebeians from the Latin
word plebs meaning the multitude. They were free-
men, but they could neither hold office nor sit in
the Senate, these were privileges for the patricians
only.

As far as we can disentangle it from legend and
tradition, this was the early society and the early
government of Rome during the period when she
was ruled by Kings. Certain facts in this early his-
tory stand out clearly to us. From very small
beginnings and from being less powerful than her
neighbours, Rome had gained for herself order and
freedom within the city, independence and suprem-
acy amongst her nearer neighbours. At the open-
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ing of the period of the Republic, we see Rome de-
termined to make her supremacy over the surround-
ing states secure and lasting; she was beginning to
realize that there were possibilities for communi-
cation with the world that lay even bevond the
shores of Italy, and to feel that she had within her
the strength to expand far beyond the bounds of the
seven hills that encircled the city and that had
once been the limit of her rule. The first step in
this expansion, that was to be greater than she
dreamed of when she found herself free from the
rule of the later Kings who had oppressed her, was
the conquest of Italy, of which before three centu-
ries had passed she was to be the Mistress.
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PART I
ROME THE MISTRESS OF ITALY

CHAPTER VI
How RoME CONQUERED ITALY

THE Roman people expelled the Tarquins in the
year 509 B.C. and the chief government then passed
from the hands of the Kings into those of two mag-
istrates called Consuls, who were elected every year
by the Comitia Centuriata. Within the city the
power of the Consuls was limited, but in war-time
when they took fhe field as generals of the army,
their authority was supreme. The elders of the
city still sat in the Senate, and as all those who
had been Consuls generally became members of the
Senate, it grew to be a body of men of practical
experience as well as of ripe wisdom. When the
state was threatened by any great peril, the Con-
suls, acting with the approval of the Senate, could
appoint one man to be sole ruler with unlimited pow-
ers for a definitely fixed time. This ruler was called
a Dictator.

When the Republic was established, Rome was
still a very small nation, ruling little more than the
land immediately outside the city and the seven
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hills, and she was surrounded on all sides by enemies,
For the space of two centuries and a half Rome
struggled against her neighbours, until she finally
overcame them and in 264 B.C. was the acknowledged
mistress of Italy. During this same period she was
also struggling with herself, learning how to gov-
ern herself, learning the meaning of justice and teach-
ing her sons that those who would rule must first
learn how to obey. Rome learned these lessons in
a stern school. She understood, as no other nation
of the ancient world understood, that true greatness
in a nation or an individual is always bought at a
price, and that price is sacrifice. The history of
these two hundred and fifty years is the history of a
nation that counted discipline and duty amongst
the greatest of the virtues, and those whom the
Romans of a later day looked upon as their heroes,
whose examples were to be followed, were men
who by steady training in discipline and self-control
were unfaltering in treading the path of sacrifice in
obedience to what they believed to be their duty.

Before Rome became the mistress of Italy she had
to subdue powerful rivals. The most important
of these rivals were the Etruscans, some of the
peoples in the plains and hills surrounding Latium,
and the Greeks; and in addition to these enemies she
had to face a terrifying invasion of Gauls from the
North.

I. WARS AGAINST THE TARQUINS

The Tarquins did not submit tamely to their
exile. Everyone in Rome expected that as soon
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as they could gather an army they would declare
war on the newly-formed Republic, but no one
thought that the first attempt to restore them
would be by the treachery of Romans. But it was
discovered that a conspiracy had been formed with
the intention of admitting the Tarquins secretly
one night into the city. This plot had been made
by some of the young Roman nobles who had been
the companions of the young Tarquins. During the
reign of the last King they had done very much as
they pleased, and they missed the licence and the
King who had given them all they wanted, whether
it was lawful or not. When the plot was discov-
ered, it was found that the two sons of Brutus, the
Consul, were among the consvirators. The traitors
were all sentenced and condemned to be executed.

Their punishment created a great sensation owing to
the fact that in this case the office of Consul imposed
upon a father the duty of inflicting punishment on his
own children; he who ought not to have witnessed it,
was destined to be the one to see it duly carried out.
Youths belonging to the noblest families were standing
tied to the post, but all eyes were turned to the Consul’s
children, the others were unnoticed. The Consuls took
their seats, the lictors were told off to inflict the penalty;
they scourged their bare backs with rods and then be-
headed them,*

and Brutus, the Consul, yet also the heartbroken
father, sat in his seat of office, never flinching from
the stern duty required of him.

* Livy, II, &.
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When Tarquin heard of the failure of his plans,
he was very angry, and he persuaded two of the cit-
ies of Etruria to support him, and to help him re-
cover his throne and punish the Romans.

So two armies from these cities followed Tarquin to
recover his crown and chastise the Romans. When
they had entered the Roman territory, the Consuls ad-
vanced against them. As Tarquin drew near he recog-
nized Brutus and in great rage he exclaimed: ‘‘That
is the man who drove us from our country; see him
proudly advancing, adorned with our insignia ! Ye gods,
avengers of kings, aid me!” With these words, he
dug his spurs into his horse and rode straight at the
Consul.®

Brutus was slain, but the victory was with the
Romans.
The Tarquins now

took refuge with Lars Porsena the King of Clusium,
whom they sought to influence by entreaty mixed with
warnings. At one time they entreated him not to allow
men of Etruscan race, of the same blood as himself,
to wander as penniless exiles; at another they would
warn him not to let the new fashion of expelling kings
go unpunished. Porsena considered that the presence
of an Etruscan upon the Roman throne would be an
honour to his nation; accordingly he marched with an
army against Rome.?

The Romans were in a state of great alarm, for
the power of Porsena was believed to be very great,

* Livy, II, 6. 2 Livy, II, q.
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and the Senate feared that the people, if they
became panic-stricken, might admit the Tarquins
into the city, even though they knew what kind of
rule they would re-establish. Added to this fear,
there was the danger of famine owing to a shortage
of food.

Porsena advanced with his army upon Rome.

On the appearance of the enemy the country people
fled into the city as best they could. The weak places
in the defences were occupied by military posts; else-
where the walls and the Tiber were deemed sufficient
protection. The enemy would have forced their way
over the Sublician Bridge, had it not been for one man,
Horatius Cocles. The good fortune of Rome provided
him as her bulwark on that memorable day. He hap-
pened to be on guard at the bridge when he saw the
Janiculum taken by a sudden assault, and the enemy
rushing down from it to the river, whilst his own men,
a panic-struck mob, were deserting their own posts and
throwing away their arms. He reproached them one
after another for their cowardice, tried to stop them,
appealed to them in heaven’s name to stand, declared
that it was in vain for them to seek safety in flight whilst
leaving the bridge open behind them, there would very
soon be more of the enemy on the Palatine or the Capitol
than there were on the Janiculum. So he shouted to
them to break down the bridge by sword or fire, or by
whatever means they could, he would meet the enemies’
attack so far as one man could keep them at bay. He
advanced to the head of the bridge, a conspicuous figure,
as he stood there alone. The enemy were astounded at
his courage. Two men were kept by a sense of shame
from deserting him—Lartius and Herminius—both of
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them men of high birth and renowned courage. For a
brief interval the three men repulsed the wild, confused
onset of the enemy. Then, whilst only a small portion
of the bridge remained and those who were cutting it
doww called upon them to retire, he insisted that his
companions should retreat. Looking round with eyes
dark with menace upon the Etruscan chiefs, he challenged
thim to single combat. For some time they hesitated,
each looking round upon the others to begin. At length
shame roused them to action, and raising a shout they
hurled their javelins from all sides on their solitary foe.
He caught them on his outstretched shield, and with un-
shaken resolution kept his place on the bridge. They
were just attempting to dislodge him by a charge when
the crash of the broken bridge and the shout which the
Romans raised at seeing the work completed stayed the
attack by filling them with sudden panic. Then Horatius
said: “‘Tiber, holy Father, I pray thee to receive into
thy holy stream these arms and this thy warrior.” So,
fully armed, he leaped into the Tiber, and though many
missiles fell over him he swam across in safety to his
friends. The State showed its gratitude for such cour-
age; his statue was set up in the Forum, and as much
land given to him as he could drive the plough round in
one day. Besides this public honour, the citizens in-
dividually showed their feeling; for, in spite of the great
scarcity, each, in proportion to his means, sacrificed
what he could from his own store as a gift to Horatius.*

Lars Porsena was repulsed, but not defeated, and
he now changed his plan from assault to blockade.
This caused food in the city to become more and
more scarce and corn was sold at famine prices.

t Livy, II, 10.
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There was a young noble, Caius Mucius, who re-
garded it as a disgrace that whilst Rome in the days of
her servitude under the kings had never been blockaded
in any war or by any foe, she should now in the day of
her freedom be besieged by those very Etruscans whose
armies she had often routed.

He determined to avenge this disgrace by making
his way alone into the enemy’s camp.

So he went to the Senate. ‘I wish,’’ he said, ‘“Fathers,
to swim the Tiber, and if I can, enter the enemy’s camp,
not to plunder or to avenge the pillaging of our land.
But I purpose, with heaven’s help, a greater deed.”
The Senate gave their approval, and concealing a sword
in his robe, he started. When he reached the camp he
took his stand in the densest part of the crowd near the
royal throne. It happened to be the soldiers’ pay-day,
and a secretary, sitting by the King and dressed almost
exactly like him, was busily engaged as the soldiers kept
coming up to him. Afraid to ask which of the two was
the King, lest his ignorance should betray him, Mucius
struck out, but he killed the secretary instead of the
King. He tried to force his way back through the dis-
mayed crowd, but he was seized and dragged by the
King’s bodyguard to the royal throne. Here, alone and
helpless, and in the utmost peril, he was yet able to
inspire more fear than hefelt. ‘‘I am a citizen of Rome,”
he said, “men call me Caius Mucius. As an enemy I
wished to kill an enemy, and I have as much courage
to meet death as I had to inflict it. It is the Roman
nature to act bravely and to suffer bravely. I am not
alone in having made this resolve against you, behind
me is a long list of men who aspire to the same distinc-
tion. You will have every hour to fight for your life,























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































